\- sak ee eee an st nil 2 
THE 


| CPRISTIAN 
CENTURY, 


ee 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Christian Co-operation on the 


Mission Field of India 


By George W. Brown 


God and the War 


Editorial 


A Visit to Pope Pius!|)X 


By Ida Withers Harrison 





An Open Questionnaire on 


Berkeley Church and the 


California Convention 
Second Installment 


? 
PUAN i INA a ll 
iM | 


CHICAGO} 


aa 








22MIN 





























































































































































































































ee 











































































































= 
= 
— 
= 
—= 
= 
4 
— 
= 
—4 
— 
— 
> 
——s 
——! 
— 
———s 
—s 
— 
— 
—— 
— 
— 
—s 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
————J 
———— 
— 
—— 
— 
— 
> 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































—————————————F 





2 (858) 





THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 





September 10, 1914 








‘The Best! 


Many Sunday School 
classes will wish to 
study the life of Jesus 
this fall. They want the 
very best text for 
young people’s or 
adult classes that can 
be found. This is sim- 
ply to remind them that 
there has never been 
offered to the Sunday 
School world a Life of 
Christ so practical, so 
usable, so true to the 
best scholarship, so 
bristling with ques- 
tions that wake up the 
pupils, so well propor- 
tioned, as Dr. Loa E. 
Scott’s LIFE OF JESUS 
in Fifty-two Lessons. 
It is being widely used 
in Sunday Schools and 
Y. M. C. A. classes. It 
is being used in thou- 
sands of the Sunday 
Schools both of the 
Disciples and other re- 
ligious bodies. This 
testifies to popu- 
larity. You must have 


its 


it in your school. Price 
50c. 


or more, 40c each. 
cans 


DISCIPLES PUBLICA- 
TION SOCIETY 


700 E. 40th St. 


CHICAGO. 


In quantities of 10 
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$ SONG, 


For 30-page Catalog of 


RALLY DAY SUPPLIES 


and Miscellaneous Sunday School 
Equipment, Address 


; Disciples Publication Society, 700 E. 40th St.Chicago 








THE BETHANY SYSTEM 
OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Published for 
More Efficient 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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Can We Still Be Christians? 


Rudolph Eucken, in his new book with the above title, says we CAN. 
Furthermore—that we MUST, if we are modern. You should own 
this new work from the pen of this defender of the Christian faith. 
You will not believe all Eucken teaches, but you will be helped and 
inspired. 


Send $1.25 today for the book. 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 


700-714 E. Fortieth St. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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“The Ghurch School” 


By Walter S. Athearn, Dean of Drake University. Dean Athearn is 
becoming an authority, not only among Disciples, but also in other 
brotherhoods, on matters that concern the cause of Religious Educa- 
tion. Every pastor, superintendent, teacher and Sunday school worker 
should own this book. Just off the press. Send $1.co plus 8 cent3 
postage, and the book will be sent you at once. 





DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


——! 


700-714 E. Fortieth St. 
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Subscriptions—Subscription price $2. 
If paid strictly in advance $1.50 will 
be accepted. To ministers if 
advance $1.00 per year. If 
delayed ministers will be 
Single copy, 


strictly in 
payment is 
charged at regular rates. 
cents. 

Discontinuances—In order that  sub- 
scribers may not be annoyed by fail- 
ure to receive the paper. it is not dis- 
continued at expiration of time paid in 
advance (unless 680 ordered), but is 
continued pending instruction from the 
subscriber. If discontinuance is desired, 
prompt notice should be sent and all 
arrearages paid. 





Published Weekly by the Disciples of 
Christ in the Interest of the Kingdom of God. 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY, PROPRIETORS, 


or 
ciples Publication Society. If local check 
is sent add ten cents for exchange 
q charged us by Chicago banks. 
' a Entered as Second-Class Matter Feb, 
2 ’ 28, 1902, at the Post Office, Chicago, 






Expirations—The label on the paper 
shows the month to which subscription 
is paid, List is revised monthly. Change 
of date on label is a receipt for re- 
mittance on subscription account. 
Change of address—In ordering change 
ef address give the old as well as the 
new. 
Remittances—Should be sent by draft 
money order payable to The Dis- 


1879. 


Ilinois, Under Act of March 3, 


700 EAST 40th ST, CHICAGO 





isci The Disciples Publica- 
The Disciples tion Society is an organ- 
Publication ization through which 


P churches of the Disciples 
Society of Christ seek to promote 

undenominational and 
constructive Christianity. 

The relationship it sustains to the Dis- 
ciples is intimate and organ:c, though not 
official. The Society is not a private in- 
stitution. It has no capital stock. No 
individuals profit by its earnings. The 
churches and Sunday-schools own and 
directly operate it. It is their contribu- 
tion to the advocacy and practice of the 
ideals of Christian unity and religious 
education. 

The charter under which the Society 
exists determines that whatever profits 
are earned shall be applied to agencies 
which foster the cause of religious educa- 
tion, although it is clearly conceived that 
its main task is not to make profits but 
to produce literature for building up 
character and for advancing the cause of 
religion. 

* * * 


The Disciples Publication Society re- 


zards itself as a thoroughly undenomina- 






tional institution. It is organized and 
constituted by individuals and churches 
who interpret the Disciples’ religious re- 
formation as ideally an unsectarian and 
unecclesiastical fraternity, whose common 
tie and original impuse are fundamentally 
the desire to practice Christian unity 
with all Christians. 

The Society therefore claims fellowship 
with all who belong to the living Church 
of Christ, and desires to co-operate with 
the Christian people of all communions 
as well as with the congregations of Dis- 
ciples, and to serve all. 

In publishing literature for religious 
education the Society “believes a body of 
such literature prepared by the co-opera- 
tive effort of many communions reaches a 
much higher level of catholicity and truth 
than can be attained by writers limited by 
the point of view of a single communion. 

.o « « 

The Sunday-school literature (The Beth- 
any System) published by this house, has 
-been prepared through the Society’s asso- 
ciation with the writers, editors and offi- 


cial publishing houses of the Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Congregational and _ other 








H 





communions. In its mechanical and ar- 
tistic quality, its low  selling-price, its 
pedagogical adequacy, and, still more, in 
its happy solution of doctrinal differences 
it is a striking illustration of the possi- 
bilities of the new day of unity into which 
the church is now being ushered. 
* aos , 

The Christian Century, the chief pub- 
lication of the Society, desire nothing so 
much as to be the worthy organ of the 
Disciples’ movement. It has no ambition 
at all to be regarded as an organ of the 
Disciples’ denomination. It is a free in- 
terpreter of the wider fellowship in relig- 
ious faith and service which it believes 
every church of Disciples should embody. 
It strives to interpret all communions, as 
well as the Disciples, in such terms and 
with such sympathetic insight as may re- 
veal to all their essential unity in spite 
of denominational isolation. Unlike the 
typical denominational paper. The Chris- 
tian Century, though published by the Dis- 
ciples, is not rublished for the Disciples 
alone. It is published for the Christian 
world. It desires definitely to occupy a 


catholic point of view and it seeks read- 
ers in all communions. 
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The New Spirit in Sunday 
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School Work is Embodied in the 
Bethany System of Sunday School * 


Literature 
i 


HE recent appointment 


dent Hill M. Bell of a Religious 3 

Education Commission for the Dis- 
ciples is indicative of an unrest with the | 
conditions that have obtained in the Sun- 

It isa source of 3 
satisfaction to the Disciples Publication | 
Society that the Bethany System of Liter- | 
ature has been prepared on the basis of 
the highest ideals of religious education. 


day Schools of the past. 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION 


700-714 E. 40th St. 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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| THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 
| Embodies the Highest Ideals of 
RELIGIOUS KDUCATION 
for Church Life and the Home 


| THE BETHANY SYSTEM 


of Sunday School Literature 
Embodies the Highest Ideals of 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

for Childhood and the Sunday School 


| THE CONQUEST 

| Embodies the Highest Ideals of 
| RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
for Adult Bible Classes 


“Not for Profits but for Character Building” 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 


700-714 EAST 40TH STREET 


CHICAGO 
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There is No Time to Lose! 


On October 1 thousands of schools will abandon the old- 
time uniform lessons, and adopt the modern Graded Lesson 
System. Hundreds of schools will turn from hastily-prepared 
denominational materials, which have not given satisfaction, 
to the System prepared by the world’s leading experts in 
religious education. The Disciples were fortunate in having 
part in this great codperative task, and the Bethany Graded 
Lessons stand as the superb creation of this Christian union 
enterprise. This System embraces 132 texts, and contains 
fully one-third more help for teachers than any other series. 
October 1 will soon be here. Do not delay. Send today 
for returnable samples of the Bethany Graded Lessons. 
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Literature 

















PEEEETUDEEEIIUENSIERS TES IEtGAsAAsAisseabssSssbssiscissdicsbssiassciisssiis.isissibissicsssss decdscdissssdsatisdistiscisicciictitiectisiictiiisstisiicaisiets TEEEERLALL LEE EO PELER LEE SEER POREEL EES EGET REET ES Ea tga ESB ESE TED ESE SREB 

















wwwwwwuweveuveveverwre 

















CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON, EDITOR 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 





HERBERT L. WILLETT, CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 





God and War 


WAR RAGES? 
his soldiers that 


HERE IS GOD WHILE 

Emperor William assures 
with the German arms and armies 
to the fatherland. 


Germans with God’s help means 


God is 
and will give victory 
But victory for the 
that God is party to the unspeakable slaughter of their 
enemies—a notion of God which we who have once seen 
the face of Christ can.no longer entertain. We cannot 
think that the divine Father is party to the widowing of 
Belgian womanhood and the orphaning of the children 
of France. 

Neither can we think that God is on the side of Belgian 
steel fortress British dreadnought 
against the Germans. The whole thought of a ,tribal 
God, a partizan God, is Hebraic and pagan, not Christian. 
God is not found in the clash of steel and the rush of 
armies and the bombarding of God hates all 
that, just like right-reasoning men hate it. He 
his children. He plans life for them, not death; 
not the cause of the tears 
It is his eternal 


and French and 


cities. 
loves 
pros- 
perity, not distress. He is 
and groans and sorrows of any people. 
passion to wipe away all tears from their eyes and to 
abolish pain and death. 

War is sin. Like other sins it may 
a lack of higher ideals or to a lapse from higher ideals. 


be due either to 


Primitive war, ancient war, medieval war was largely 
due to a lack of higher ideals. But this war is admittedly 


a moral lapse. Every war from this time forward must 
be regarded as a moral lapse, a distinct fall of man from 
garden of civilization. 


God’s 


Where, then, is God that he should allow whole na- 

tions to lapse from the hard-won goal of social idealism 

back into barbarism? 

that 

progress, they say, 
The banks of the 


Some say this failure of civilization is a token 


there is no God at all. Civilization, 
is an illusion, and God is a delusion. 
River Meuse are said to have overflowed with the bodies 
of dead and wounded Germans that fell into the stream. 

Where, 


The art treasures at Louvain were demolished by the 


then, is your God of love? 
German investment. 
Where, then, 
Che solemn pledges of the Kaiser to preserve Belgian 


is your God of beauty? 


neutrality were torn into bits of meaningless paper and 
the whole of the brave little land is overrun with aliens. 
Where, 
These questions of the atheist and the cynic are not 


then, is your God of truth and honor? 


easy questions for faith. But they are not new ques- 


tions for faith. They bring to us the old, old problems 
of sin and suffering, in the midst of which our every 
day life is lived—problems that call faith into exist- 


ence. If it were not for problems like these there 


would be no faith, no need for faith: we would be 


walking by sight. 
Faith can find God even while war rages. It finds 


him not in the tumult and shouting, not in the fierce 
and selfish passions of men—not in the earthquake or 


wind or fire, but in the still, small voice and the still, 


small, but mighty forces that work against war and that 


even use such a war as this to bring about a higher and 
securer peace for mankind. 
aK K 
It may fall out that this war is the cure of war. This 


is the fi 
of a contemporary conscience against war. The 


first war that has been subjected to the criticism 
Peace 
ideal has established itself in the souls of civilized men 
during the past fifty years. Dreams of international arbi- 
tration have begun to come down from the clouds. 
like these are bound to become more vivid, 


Ideals 
more com- 


manding, not less so. The euphemisms of war are pass- 


ing. It sounds like irony to speak of the “glory” of war. 
Its “romance” has lost much of its glamour. War is 


butchery, war is murder, war is hell. 


Here is where God is—in those ideals that are inter- 
fusing human thinking, in the protest of the laboring 
classes against shooting down their comrades of the field 
and factory, in the vivifying of a vast body of public 
sentiment both in the neutral and the warring nations 
on behalf of mothers and wives and children of soldiers, 
and in the conscious taking into account of the effect upon 
future generations of a policy which sends its finest 
manhood forth to be killed. 

In the humanitarian idealism that has spread far and 


will spread farther—there you will find God. 


And you will find God in the new distinction that is 
coming to be consciously made between a national politi- 
cal entity and the people themselves. President Wilson 
Huerta but 

Yet that 


is precisely the distinction that obtains in the expressions 


was smiled at when he “declared war” on 


professed friendship for the Mexican people. 


of British and even French sentiment toward Germany. 


The German government with its arrogance, its selfish 


ambition, its lust for more space and more power, and 


its appeai to the saber to carry out its greedy purposes 


—this is one entity; and the German people from whom 


Goethe and Wagner and Kant and Eucken sprang, and 
of which every peasant and laborer is a part, this is 


another entity. The social entity, the human entity, is 
differentiating itself from the political entity and is com- 
ing to the front as the only entity that has any real 
Human well-being is displacing the rights of 


God that is bringing it to pass. 


rights. 
autocrats and it is 


In the democratic processes that are reconstructing 
human society on the basis of social well-being and which 
are operating to fling every monarchical survival into 


the scrap heap—there you will find God. 


God is not absent from the battlefield, for the Red 
Cross is there, and self sacrifice is there and patriotism 
is there, and where these are God is. 

But God’s greatest work is in the background of the 
battle, in the contrite hearts that intercede for a proud 
and sinning humanity, and lend themselves as redemptive 


carriers of his grace and peace to the world. 





Getting Home From Europe 


BY CLAUDIUS B. SPENCER. 


Dr. Spencer is recognized by his fellowcraftsmen as not only one of the most companionable personalities, but 
one of the most skillful and graphic writing-men in the fraternity of religious editors. When we read in his 
paper—The Christian Advocate—that he had been in the war zone at the time of the outbreak, we knew that 


there would be a story to tell upon his arrival home. 


And sure enough, it came last week. It gives such a hu- 


man interpretation of the hardships and embarrassment experienced by Americans abroad this summer that 
The Christian Century takes special satisfaction im giving the story to its readers.—THr Epiror. 


ENS of thousands of American 
tourists will for many a day to 
come have thrillers to tell of their 
experiences in Europe from that 
fateful Saturday, August 1, until the mo- 
ment they actually put their feet on 
American soil. Those that befell me are 
only those common to the rest, and there 
are about seventy thousand of them. 
More than one hundred thousand tons of 
personal belongings, trunks, hand bags 
and suit cases are stacked up somewhere 
in European towns, and attached to every 
piece of luggage is not only a tag, but a 
tale. Whether the luggage is ever seen 
again or not, the story will remain per- 
ennial. 
I had come up out of Spain and when 
I got to Geneva I had abandoned sight- 
seeing altogether to hide away in a pen- 
sion buried in roses and poppies, arbors, 
and an almost suffocation of rare flow- 
ers, to try and think my way up and out 
of the middle ages in which TIT had im- 
mersed myself beyond the Pyrenees. Sat- 
urday, August 1, came, and with it con- 
Austria had declared war. 
Russia was mobilizing. Telegrams an- 
nounced that Germany had ordered the 
mobilizing of her vast army reserves be- 
ginning the next morning at 6 o'clock. 
Switzerland ordered the mobilization of 
her reserves, also to be completed within 


sternation. 


twenty-four hours. 


4 RUN ON THE BANKS, 

There was an instantaneous disappear 
ance of money. The banks closed. The 
government banks underwent a run, long 
lines reaching the The govern- 
ment banks doled a few franes to deposi- 
but on securities, foreign money. 
travelers’ checks, not one centime. There 
was the sensation of universal paralysis. 
And you better believe it was wise to get 
to Zurich and Constance bv the first 
train. I had bought my ticket over in 
London, and a little silver jingled in my 
pocket, and with a luncheon from the 
pension I boarded the express for Ger- 
man Switzerland. 


streets. 


tors: 


Everywhere there was 
The sabers of the soldiers 
the third class 
every station, 


suspense, every- 
where haste. 
rattled on the 
ears; erowds gathered at 
bandkerehiefs fluttered from mothers, 
wives, sweethearts, and were used for 
other purposes than to wave farewells. A 
German-born tourist, who had landed on 
honeymoon from America just the 
Thursday before, had been caught in the 
German net, and was on his wav to his 
regiment in Bavaria. Everything was 
crowded, stern, silent. The train was in- 
termittent. Every man had his story, 
everv soldier bis kit, every person his 
poorly disguised fears. It was a long, 
solemn, depressing day. 

At ten that Sunday night, I landed in 
Constanee. The ancient city on the Lake 
of the Four Cantons is part in Switzer- 
land, part in Germany. I had to run the 
gauntlet of the German frontier, as I shall 


slats of 


his 


not forget. The Hotel Insel, the Island 
Hotel, is a most picturesque spot in the 


silver lake, and looking on the Alps of 


The hotel is an aneient Do- 
minican monastery, spotless cloisters, 
decorated with huge historie freseoes 
fitting the great panels, the dining hall 
the scene of the trial of John Huss, ere 
he was burned at the stake. The dele- 
gates to the Peace Conference were al- 
ready ready for the formal opening the 
next morning. I unpacked, and went to 
hed. 


Saint Gall. 


THE LAST TRAIN OUT. 


I came down early to breakfast, only 
to get the whisper that Germany had de- 
clared war; that the last train out of 
that section would leave in a few min- 
utes; that the Emperor would guarantee 
safe conduct along the whole frontier as 
far as Cologne. I heard that two of our 
company had just been arrested and were 
in prison for using a kodak. The bag- 
gage was already partly on the bus. It 
didn’t take long to jam my belongings 
into my bags and get them in the pile. 

All day and far into the night the 
train swept intermittently down the Ger- 
man frontier through the Black Forest 
out into Carlsruhe and the Rhine Valley. 
Everywhere the final mobilization of the 
reserves, everywhere soldiers, everywhere 
the Hohenzollern helmets and_sabers, 
everywhere the horses in the box-ears 
and yards, everywhere measured haste, 
thoroughness and the feverish uneer- 
tainty; fresh news every moment, France 
declaring war, the German troops mareh- 
ing on Belgium, England on the brink of 
war, Russia swarming toward Austria, 
rumor treading on the heels of rumor, 
and everywhere, everywhere the troops 
piling into the ears, the men having faces 
of steel; the Rhine cities flags flying, 
children cheering, women weeping, tour- 
ists In panic, jamming into the already 
crowded cars, dragging women through 
the ear windows, any way, any shape, to 
board that train. That, in general terms, 
was the story of the day. 


ITT. 


Constance Sunday night, I 
did not have a pfennig in German 
iwoney—not one cent. During Sunday 
night, in the eommon disaster, all the 
delegates had held a hasty meeting and 
emptied into a common pot all their gold. 
Bishop Hendrix, Bishop Wilson and 
President Tipple set the example. In 
conseanence, in the dim dawn, Dr. Fred- 
erick Lynch thrust in my band a ticket 
to Cologne and three half marks (less 
than fifty cents) with which to get to 
London. I am in a greater debt to Bish- 
op Hendrix than I can ever pay, for help 
on the way that day of suspense and its 
gloomy night. trying to get across the 
German frontier. For this was the final 
train, and no one would want to remain 
on German soil until this awful war is 
ever. Like hundreds of men, I stood up 
half way from Switzerland to the 
Netherlands. Women first. The three 
half marks in that crowd that stampeded 


Reaching 


for the fruit counters did not last for- 
ever. 

There will always abide the memory of 
the troops in motion on the horizon, their 
bayonets glistening in the sun, their 
steadiness, their magnificent physique, 
strong, intellectual faces, thousands of 
them college men who will shoot to hit, 
and every eye having the gleam of wor- 
ship of the fatherland; there will always 
abide the memory of the sentries at every 
bridge and tunnel and eulvert; the mem- 
ory of the cities of the Rhine pouring 
out their battalions, their crowds of 
weeping women, their flags flying from 
the windows, the searchlights in the 
chureh steeples of Cologne, the sheen of 
the brilliant vellow light on the mass of 
Hohenzollern helmets in the stations— 
surely Lohengrin and the Norms had 
come to the German land and each had 
death in his saber and bayonet to wall 


about that German land. 


A FRIEND IN NEED. 

There was no sleep that night. There 
Was uncertainty, massing on railroad 
platforms, repeated examination of lug- 
gage, tearing up of baedekers, a hundred 
inconveniences—some call them insults— 
and finally an electric tram from Cleve 
(seat of the Lohengrin legend) to the 
frontier and its disturbance and a walk 
and a hack to Nijmegen in the Nether- 
lands, where a gentleman, Mr. Edgar T. 
Woodhead, Elmfield House, Bath Street, 
Huddersfield, generously advaneed me, a 
stranger with no seeurity that was good 
tor any thing, enough to buy my ticket 
to Vlissingen, across the Channel to 
Folkestone and to the Victoria Station, 
London. It was a favor which I ean 
never repay in material things. I pass 
over those days. What of suffering or 
suspense there was in common to thou- 
sands and may be dropped into oblivion. 

IV. 

| am sailing steerage to New York. A 
young fellow has just told me he is not 
anxious to climb up the stacks of berths 
in the foreeastle of his berth, for a rat 
has just jumped out of his. Some ladies 
have just remarked on the rats and mice 
that have run over their berths. I now 
understand how the Bubonic plague and 
cholera are spread. There is a_ black, 
tangled, dark labyrinth of eables, pipes, 
machinery, braces, hatchets, and oh, that 
smell—in a choppy ocean at that. Thank 
fortune it is not undignified to—I will 
not write the word; many a gentle dame 
has shown it. The sound would indicate 
that a lot of folks have lost their last 
triend. 

The captain has opened the rear part 
of the promenade deck, the after musi¢ 
room, a woman’s rest room, the uphol- 
stered smoking room to the ‘‘steerage”’ 
throng and really until bed time it is 
now not uncomfortable. No one com- 
plains. I was due back on the Imperator 
—the best that floats. I am happy at 
these courtesies of the captain, and un- 
til midnight forget the fo’eastle. In 
fact, I am sleeping on the deck under the 

(Continued on page 19.) 
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In Which Every Reader of The Christian Century is Invited to Participate. 


IRST CHURCH of Berkeley, Cal., 
was excommunicated from the state 
missionary convention of Northern 
California in July for receiving 

into its membership unimmersed Chris- 
tian people who brought credentials from 
various Protestant evangelical churches 
such as Presbyterian, Methodist and the 
rest. 

This is the first time in the entire his- 
torv of the Disciples of Christ that a 
chureh—a congregation of Christian be- 
lievers—has been formally excommuni- 
cated from the fellowship of other Dis- 
ciples’ churches. It raises some of the 
most fundamental and serious questions 
which our people have had to face in tlie 
past fifty years, perhaps in their entire 
eentury of history. I wish with the most 
dispassionate purpose to secure a con- 
sensus of the opinion of our brotherhood, 
including both laymen and ministers. I 
have prepared this questionnaire for that 
purpose, and I will weleome from any 
reader of The Christian Century a frank 


expression on the issues involved. In 


1. Do you hold that Berkeley church is doing wrong in 
If so, please state why. 

2. If you disapprove of Berkeley’s practice do you con- 
sider it a grave and fundamental departure from the essen- 
tial principles of the Disciples, or is it one of those things 4. 
that lie naturally within the field of Christian liberty con- 
ceded by the genius of our movement to belong to the local 


receiving these Christian people? 


congregation? 


3. What is your opinion as to the action of the California 
convention in assuming to judge as to the orthodoxy of the 
church and to excommunicate it from their missionary codp-_ ber. 
Does the convention’s action, in your opinion, con- 


eration? 


REV. HOWARD T. CREE. 

1. It seems to me the Berkeley church is 
practicing the principle of autonomy, which 
has always been granted as the right of each 
individual congregation. 

2. It seems to me my answer to the first 
question also covers this on the ground of 
liberty conceded each local congregation. 

3. I am of the opinion that the action of 
the convention in passing upon the ortho- 
doxy of the church and excommunicating tke 
same from its co-operation is unwarranted 
and violates the very principle of liberty 
among the Disciples of Christ. It is an ec- 
clesiasticism for which there is no scriptural 
warrant and cannot but be productive of 
harm. 

4. We are liable perhaps in passing upon 
the action of this convention to be guilty of 
the same fundamental error unless we are 
careful. I know of no law under which this 
case can be properly handled save the great 
law of Christian love and charity. 

Augusta, Ga. 


REV. Z. T. SWEENEY. 

1. The Berkeley church is doing wrong, 
because it is receiving into fellowship per- 
sons who have not complied with the con- 
ditions imposed by our Lord. [Conditions of 
What? Certainly not conditions of member- 
ship in the Church of Christ, for Dr. Sweeney 
like-all Disciples, holds, without any reserva 
tion, that Methodists, Presbytcrians and the 
rest are members, of the Church of Christ. 
If they are already members they must Lave 
complied with the conditions of becoming 
members.—The Editor.] 

2. It is a grave and fundamental de- 


parture from the essential principles of the 
Disciples of Christ, because it has changed 


An Open Questionnaire on the Recent 
Action of California’s Convention 


order that the reader may have clearly 
before him the material facts of the situ- 
ation let me state them, concisely, as I 
understand them: 


BERKELEY’S PRACTICE AND POINT OF VIEW. 


Berkeley chureh insists that it is loyal 
to every fundamental ideal of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ and that the step in 
question is nothing at all but a further 
logical and fraternal application of both 
the principle of Christian unity and that 
of loyalty to Jesus Christ. 

It affirms that these persons whom it 
receives into its fellowship are Chris- 
tians, members of the Chureh of Christ; 
that Christ has already received them 
into his Chureh, which being so, a church 
of Christ has no choice save to receive 
them also. To refuse to receive them, 
the Berkeley church says, is essentially a 
sectarian act and a violation both of the 
will of Christ and the Disciples’ prinei- 
ple of Christian unity. 

The ebureh holds inviolate the practice 


THE QUESTIONS. 


unity? 


their error? 


the constitutional requirements made by 
our Lord for citizenship in the kingdom of 
God. It has committed high treason against 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

3. In my opinion the California conven 
tion simply stated a fact which the apostle’ 
John also stated, I John 2-19—“They went 
out from us but they were not of us. For 
if they had been of us they would no doubt 
have continued with us.” 

The California brethren simply stated the 
fact that the Berkeley brethren had de- 
parted from the faith and they had a per- 
fect right to act in harmony with that fact. 
The California brethren were acting in the 
eapacity of voluntary workers for Christ 
having the right to prescribe the conditions 
upon which others could unite in Christian 
work with them. 

I can see a world of difference between 
their action and ecclesiasticism. 

4. I would suggest that it would be ec- 
clestiasticism for any body outside of Cali- 
fornia to attempt to interfere with the acts 
of the California convention. 

New York City. 

REV. A. B. JONES. 

Replying to your questions in the numer- 
ieal order in which they are stated, I will 
say: 

1. I do not. 

2. I think this is a matter that each 
congregation should determine for itself. 

3. I think the California convention did 
radically wrong in this act. 

In my opinion the action of the conven- 
tion is a violation of the principles held by 
the Disciples of Christ. I can see no differ- 
ence between ecclesiasticism and what this 
convention did. 

I think that all our other conventions 
should pursue the opposite course and leave 









Second Installment. 


of immersion only, in the administration 
of baptism to those who come into its 
membership by primary obedience. 

In the dismissal of an unimmersed 
member the church gives back the letter 
he brought with him, together with a let- 
ter of its own, commending the Christian 
character of the bearer and stating the 
fact as to his manner of being received 
into Berkeley church. The purpose of 
this is to avoid eonfusion or embarrass- 
inent to other churches of Disciples which 
might not wish to receive an unimmersed 
person into their membership. 

The Berkeley chureh and its pastor, H. 
J. Loken, hold, as I have no reason to 
doubt, the generally accepted evangelical 
views of the Bible and the Divinity of 
Christ and are in all respects faithful to 
the missionary imperative of our Lord, 
even to the point of extraordinary gener- 
osity. I do not know Mr. Loken person- 
ally, but he is described as a preacher of 
unusual power, and a humble and graci- 
ous Christian man. 

CHARLES CLAYTON Morrison 


stitute a violation of any fundamental principle held ‘dear by 
the Disciples of Christ and essential to our program for 
Can you see any difference between ecclesiasticism 
and what this convention did? ° 

If you disapprove of the action of the convention what 
do you suggest should be done by the brotherhood outside 
of California to induce the California brethren to remedy 


In answering the above questions it-is not mecessary to 
re-write the questions. 
Replies may be as brief as is consistent with clearness. 
Following are some replies that have already been received: 


They may be referred to by num- 


the California brethren to repent at their 
leisure and change their policy. 
Liberty, Mo. 
REV. HENRY. PEARCE ATKINS. 
1. Ne 
2. I do not disapprove. 
3. Altogether unwarranted. It does. I 


cannot. 

4. From among the number who express 
their disapproval of the action of the con 
vention select a committee of three who 
shall draft a letter to those churches whose 
representatives voted with the majority, 
urging them in fraternal spirit, for reasons 
set forth, to reconsider their action at their 
next convention. Call upon a hundred well 
known brethren to lend their names to this 
letter. A goodly array of names should be 
secured if the issue is confined to the ac- 
tion of the eonvention without reference to 
the position taken by the Berkeley church. 

Birmingham, Ala. 


MR. S. E. CARRELL. 


I prefer to state my views in general, 
rather than in response to your questions. 

I can see that this question as to the basis 
of church membership, as it relates to the 
acceptance of those coming from other 
churches, is one that sooner or later the Dis- 
ciples must face. Whether the time has al- 
ready come, is largely a matter of local 
conditions. 

Generally speaking, I think the raising or 
not raising of the question is one of expe- 
diency merely, whether the proximate gain 
is sufficient to justify the inevitable losses 
from divisions of views. Every church 
must answer that question for itself. Per- 
sonally, I doubt the wisdom of such action 
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by individual churches, so long as the body 
of Disciples is obviously unready to commit 
itself to this advanced view. 

Viewing it from the standpoint of prin- 
ciple, | think there can hardly be doubt that 
ultimately the Disciples must abandon the 
contention that only those baptized in the 
way they regard as most scriptural, are 
Christians. That smacks of dogmatism so 
repulsive to modern thought and reason 
that its eventual modification seems in- 
evitable. 

The term “close immersion” used by 
Brother Loken fits the case admirably, and 
the attack upon it by the Christian Evan- 
gelist in no wise weakens its force. Our Bap- 
tist friends take the view of their 
method of communion as Disciples do of 
their form of baptism; and they have the 
same right to that But Disciples 
amile at communion, if by that the 
idea is conveyed that those outside that 
church body are unworthy the fellowship of 
Christians. 


same 


view. 


close 


communion as 

To be entirely frank, I do not have a 
great deal of patience with the discussion 
of this whole question, as | regard it as of 
minor importance compared with the great 
duty and opportunity of the Visciples, in 
the doing of things as to which nobody can 
belittle the issue. I think 
now, the will view 
much as it does the 
number of 
could dance 


raise question o1 
fiity years from 
all this turmoil 
ancient controversy as to the 
that 


ehurch 
now 
angels——or was it demons 
on the point of a 
lowa City. la 


needle. 


MR. B. R. HIERONYMOUS. 


I believe the convention made a mis 


members of 


advisability of receiving unim 
other churches should, I 
our religious papers 
careful leaders, and 


congress of Disciples. 


mersed 
think, be considered in 
by a number of ou 
also discussed in the 
Charity and patience with this question may 
work Remember that with the 
Lord a thousand years is as a day. 
Springtield, Lil. 


wonders. 


DR. HUGH G. WELPTON. 
the pure 
more than 
to exercise an 


our 
inconsistent with 
ecclesiastical 


Recognizing democracy of 
movement it is 
our principles 
authority over the local church at Berkeley. 
I am sure there will be a day of reckoning, 
and when the question of fellowship ng other 
Christians now in the denominations 
around us is passed upon it will be by each 
and without interference 
source whatsoever. 


individual church 
from any outside 
Des Moines, Ia. 


REV. C. J. TANNAR. 


| uphold the California convention in its 
recent action concerning the Berkeley church. 
To my mind this particular church and its 
pastor, Mr. Loken, have precipitated this 
action and have no one to blame for it ex- 
cept themselves. 

| trust peace and harmony may soon come 
this unfortunate condition. 
Church, Detroit. 


out of 
Centrai 


MR. S. J. CLARKE. 

|. Yes. If it is a part of the restoration 
movement as inaugurated by Campbell and 
others it should abide by the principles and 
practices as set forth by the fathers of the 
movement. That it is a radical departure 
from such principles and _ practices is un- 
questioned. By its action the Berkeley 
church has said that it did not agree with 
the fathers and has thus cut itself off from 
the fellowship of those in the movement to 
restore the church to apostolic practices. 

2 I disapprove of Berkeley’s practice and 
consider it a grave and fundamental de 
parture from the essential principles of th 
Disciples.” In no ean it be said to 
be “one of those things that lie naturally 
within the field of Christian liberty con- 
ceded by the genius ot our movement to be 
long to the loeal congregation.” After the 
eareful study of the early church 
associates that 


sense 


most 


Campbell and his agreed 


THE 


those who would become a_ part of the 
Lord’s body—his church—should believe, re- 
pent, confess and be immersed, that Chris- 
tian baptism was not sprinkling or pouring 
water on a person, but was the immersion 
of a penitent believer in water into the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
They asked all who agreed with them to so 
express themselves and covenant with them 
in proclaiming those conclusions to the world, 
that they, the disciples of Christ, might all 
be one. When a local congregation refuses to 
abide by these principles and adopts a prac- 
tice contrary to it, that congregation cuts 
itself off from all fellowship in the move- 
ment. Thus the Berkeley congregation cut 
itself off from the movement ‘in “its radical 
departure from the principles” stated. 

3. The California convention acted within 
its rights in refusing fellowship with a con- 
gregation departing from the faith. They did 
not excommunicate, but the Berkeley congre- 
gation cut itself off. No “fundamental prin 
ciples held dear by the Disciples of Christ 
and essential to our program for unity” 
were violated. The convention only re- 
affirmed our position as advocated for one 
hundred years as the only method by which 
Christian union can ever be brought about 
the return to apostolic practice. There is a 
vast difference between  ecclesiasticism, as 
the term is commonly and what the 
convention did. The convention claimed no 
power as a church in the making and en- 
forcement of laws, but did claim the right as 
part of a great religious movement to vir- 
tually say to the Berkeley congregation: 
“You are not one of us, and have cut your- 
self off by advocating doctrines at varience 
with the movement for the union of all God’s 
people through the method of a return to 
apostolic practices. 

4. I approve of 
vention. 


used, 


the action of the con- 


Chicago. 
MR. W. L. HEDGES. 


l Ne. 

2. It is certainly one of those things that 
come within the scope of Christian liberty, 
as well as the very spirit of our movement. 
We can not escape the .logical result. Why 
cannot each local congregation settle this 
themselves ? 

3. It was a grave mistake. 
violation of the fundamental 
ways held very dear by the Disciples of 
Christ, and antagonistic to our plea for 
the unity of all God’s children. It is ee- 
clesiasticism. 

4. Ignore it. Be patient and exercise 
the greatest charity towards our California 
brethren, trusting to time and the evolution 
of progress to correct this reactionary move- 
ment of the California convention. 

Warrensburg, Mo. 


PROF. F. E. LUMLEY. 


[ am frank to say that I have never been 
able to harmonize our use of the terms 
“Christian,” “brother,” ete., as applied to 
members of other churches with our custom 
of debarring them from thorough-going Chris- 
tian fellowship. Nor have I ever found anyone 
who could harmonize these practices. 
Therefore, I naturally stand on the side of 
the larger liberty. I cannot see that any 
church is doing wrong in doing what it sin- 
cerely believes is the will of Christ. I think 
the action of the convention was as savage 
an ecclesiastical thrust as has ever occurred 
in any denomination. 

On the contrary, [ have heard that the 
Berkeley church made , itself obnoxious by 
insisting that other churches follow their pre- 
cedent. If this be true then it may have 
been entitled to some sort of retaliation. 
But I deplore this situation chiefly because 
it has created inharmony; it is out of step 
for the time being; it is—to use a common 
expression—a breaking of the rules of the 
game when everything pointed to the de- 
velopment of a more liberal spirit in the 
very near future. We are growing more 
tolerant every day. This thing is bound to 
and Therefore, why tear a 
convention into factions? And yet 
must lead and possibly this step is 
strategic that it seems to me. My po- 
word, is this: It was not Chris- 


Yes, it is a 
principle al- 


come soon. 
state 
some 
more 


sition, in a 
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tian disloyalty for Berkeley to do as it did, 
but rather a social blunder. I do not con. 
sider it good social policy—so far as our 
people are concerned. 

College of Missions, Indiapanolis. 


REV. WALTER M. WHITE. 

It is my understanding, Brother Morrison, 
that the action of the Santa Cruz convention 
was not baséd upon the practice of the 
Berkeley church in receiving _ into 
its fellowship unbaptized persons, but 
because of the persistent effort of the min- 
ister of the church, cordially sustained by 
the congregation, to propagate their peculiar 
teachings amongst the churches of “the 
brotherhood” throughout the state to such ap 
extent as to disturb the peace and harmony 
of the same. This is my impression gained 
from the statements of those who are on the 
field and are thoroughly familiar with the 
whole situation. If this is true, your ques- 
tionnaire will tend to further confuse mat. 
ters than straighten them out. If you have 
not already done so look into it a little more 
thoroughly. 

However, permit me to state frankly that 
it is my judgment that the most unwise ae- 
tion ever taken by any assembly amongst us, 
local or general, in our history, was the ae- 
tion of the Santa Cruz convention with ref- 
erence to the Berkeley delegates. I likewise 
doubt seriously the wisdom of giving the 
matter too great prominence in our religious 
press. 

I am quite sure that agitation will not be 
productive of conversion but, on the other 
hand I am fearful that it will widen the 
breach that needs sorely to be closed, 

Brother Morrison, we need in this hour a 
Moses, to lead us together, not apart. Un- 
less he is forthcoming I am exceedingly fear- 
ful of the future. 

I am fearful that we, like our poor breth- 
ren of Europe, are caring more for conquest 
tham for peace and the ultimate triumph of 
our God’s purposes for his children. 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


MR. HORACE G. MURPHY. 

In order to make an intelligent reply to 
your third and fourth questions, I should 
have the record of the California convention, 
showing officially the exact ground upon 
which the action was taken with reference to 
the Berkeley church. That you do not 
give. 

1. Were the brethren at Berkeley a 
congregation of Disciples, they would, in 
my opinion, be doing wrong in attempting 
to receive unimmersed people to member- 
ship in the Church of Christ. However, I 
take it that, while it may not have dawned 
upon those brethren, they are not a con- 
gregation of Disciples at all. The doctrines 
they promulgate seem identical with those 
of our Christian Connection brethren. 

2. If the Berkeley church could be 
considered as belonging to the brotherhood 
known as_ Disciples, their practice of re- 
ceiving unimmersed people as members 
would certainly be “a grave and funda- 
mental departure from the essential prin- 
ciples of the Disciples.” No congregation 
assuming to act strictly in accord with the 
scriptural commands respecting church 
polity is free to assume that, in disregard: 
ing so clear a command as that of baptism, 
they are acting “naturally within the field 
of Christian liberty, conceded by the genius 
of our movement to belong to the local con- 
gregation.”. Our authority, in essentials, 
comes alone from the Holy Scriptures, and 
not from any local congregation. 

In your introduction, giving the position 
of the Berkeley church, you say, “It affirms 
that these persons (unimmersed members) 
whom it receives into its fellowship, are 
Christians, members of the Church of Christ; 
that Christ has already taken them into His 
church, which being so, a Church of Christ 
has no choice, save to receive them also.” 
Such a position certainly does great 
violence to the “genius of our movement. 
We have never conceded the sectarian 
dogma that the local church may legislate 
in opposition to the Lord’s plan of admitting 
members into the body of Christ. “Where 
the scriptures speak, we speak; where the 
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scriptures are silent, we are silent.” — 

You say the Berkeley brethren claim to 
hold “inviolate the practice of immersion 
only. in the administration of baptism to 
those who come into its membership by 
primary obedience.” I fear these brethren 
have used too strong a term. If they really 
hold the principle of immersion “inviolate,” 
they should not adopt a policy which tram- 
ples it under foot. If the right of the church 
to violate the scriptural plan be once ad- 
mitted, where is the stopping place? Under 
jerkeley policy, a man may stand out in 
open rebellion against immersion, and, de 
siring membership with fhe Disciples, may 
first take membership with the Friends, 
where water baptism in any form is abso- 
lutely rejected, and then come across with 
his letter and be received, as a matter of 
right. to full membership as a Disciple of 
Christ. In case a sufficient number should 
do this, the local congregation may finally 
adopt a policy rejecting immersion, or 
water baptism of any kind, absolutely, thus 
substituting the will of the members of the 
Friends denomination in lieu of the will of 
God. Would such be in harmony with “the 
genius of our movement?” I commend the 
Berkeley brethren to a more careful study 
of the meaning of the word “inviolate.” 

3. I do not understand that the 
California convention assumed to judge the 
orthodoxy of the Berkeley brethren, or to 
excommunicate them from missionary co- 
operation. Maybe they have, but you have 
furnished no record, showing it. However, 
[ can not see why our Christian Connection 
brethren, and others, may not be permitted 
to contribute to our missionary enterprises, 
provided, only, that they do not attempt to 
exercise any ecclesiastical rights or author- 
ity. The management of our missionary 
enterprises, should, as a matter of business 
polity, be confined to those who are in sub- 
stantial agreement as to the imperative 
authority of our Lord, wherever He has 
spoken. 

4. I do not believe that the brethren 
elsewhere will be able to render any serv- 
ice to our California brethren in this mat- 
ter. 

Muncie, Ind. 


MR. ABNER G. WEBB. 


1. No, I do not. 

2. It is a departure from the practice, 
but in my opinion a wise one. 

3. This action seems entirely unwarranted 
and we ought to all pause and consider. It 
does not seem to me that actions of this 
kind ever result in any advantage to those 
who prevail. In fact my observation has 
led me to think it is about the most fatal 
thing that can be done by the prevailing 
party. 

4. Probably nothing can be done further 
than protest. Apparently matters such as 
this have been so long immediately in front 
of us that this is about all we can see. 

I would suggest that calm and deliberate 
consideration be given to larger plans and 
these discussions will melt away when the 
view of larger things comes to us. 

Cleveland, Ohio. 


REV. ROBT. E. HENRY. 

1. I do not hold that Berkeley church is 
doing wrong in receiving those Christians in 
question. I do not think the practice will 
solve the problem of Christiam Union, or that 
there is a crying need for the practice. 

2. I consider the practice of Berkeley 
church a matter purely for the local con- 
gregation to determine. 

3. I think the brethren constituting the 
Northern California Convention were abso- 
lutely wrong in excluding the representatives 
from Berkeley church. It is contrary to 
every principle of liberty held dear by the 
Disciples of Christ. I cannot see any dif- 
ference between their action and the strict- 
est sect of the Pharisees. Some folks take 
especial delight in manicuring their breth- 
ren’s theology. 

4. I think that the very principle of liberty 
that the California brethren so grossly for- 
got. forbids any other convention or body 
of Disciples from taking action against them 
or in favor of the Berkeley church. I gladly 
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welcome this questionnaire and any other 
means of aseertaining what individual 
brethren think of the action, but I would 
have it remain individual. 

Havana, Ill. 


PRES. H. 0. PRITCHARD. 

1. I do not agree with the practice of the 
Berkeley Church in receiving unimmersed 
people into the membership. I do not be- 
lieve it will solve the question of Christian 
union, but rather will it cause division and 
discord as it has done in California. 

2. I believe that the action which the 
Berkeley church took lies wholly within the 
field of the local congregation and that it 
has the liberty to take whatever action it 
may choose to take as a local church. 

3. For that reason I do not believe that 
any ecclesiastical body or any delegate con- 
vention has any right to pass judgment up- 
on or to excommunicate from its body, rep: 
resentatives of a local church. Our people 
have ever made the local church the unit 
of government and for a hundred years stood 


against excommunication and _ ecclesiastical 
courts. 

4. I have no suggestion to offer that I 
think would make matters better. I am 


profoundly sorry that such contention has 
arisen among us. 
Eureka College. 


JUDGE ‘JAMES M. SANDUSKY. 

1. I approve the act of the Berkeley 
church. It consistently receives into its own 
body, by letter, those whom it recegnizes 
as Christians while members of other religious 
bodies, and this method is not inconsistent 
with a uniform practice of immersion in 
cases of primary obedience. 

3. I disapprove the act of the Santa 
Cruz convention in excommunicating the 
Berkeley church. The matter in issue be- 
longed to the vast domain where Christian 
liberty should obtain, and therefore should 
be left to each individual congregation to 
determine for itself; as large Christian bodies 
sincerely entertain different opinions in re- 
gard to it, charity would be a paramount 
virtue in its consideration. 

But upon this issue this convention first 
assumed authority in effect to formulate a 
doctrinal statement to be binding upon in- 
dividual Christian churches, and then fur- 
ther assumed authority as a court to apply 
it in excommunicating Berkeley church. If 
this act is to be followed, our preachers 
should cease preaching about Christian unity. 

4. The resolution adopted by the Santa 


Cruz convention, excluding the Berkeley 
church delegates, determined for that con 


vention its own personnel, but it is not bind- 
ing upon any person or church anywhere, 
not even upon the next state convention of 
California. 

The issue seems to be one to be met in 
the forum of open debate where it is to 
be hoped that nothing that is narrow shall 
finally prevail. 

Liberty, Mo. 


REV. PERRY J. RICE. 


1. I do not hold that the Berkeley church 
is doing wrong in receiving these Chris- 
tian people. I am not sure that the practice 
is expedient at the present time. It is my 
judgment that our churches should not be 
in a hurry to introduce this innovation. 
There is much to be said on the question 
which, it seems to me, should be said be- 
fore many churches can afford to do what 
the Berkeley church has done if, indeed, 
they ever can. 

2. I have partially answered this question 
in the above. I may add, however, that } 
believe the question belomgs within the field 
of Christian liberty, and that it is a ques- 
tion for local congregations to decide. 

3. It is my opinion that the action of 
the California convention is absolutely sub- 
versive of the very genius and spirit of our 
movement. They have inevitably set up 
an authority outside the local congregation 
and have used it for the purpose of disfel- 
lowshiping a congregation. I can see no 
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between its action and ecclesias- 


difference 
ticism of the most pronounced type. 

4. The only course left open to us as Dis- 
ciples is to express in the most definite and 
positive way possible, and as often as may 
be necessary, our disapproval of the conven- 


tion’s action. We may do this by means of 
letters to individuals having a part in it; 
by publicity of our disapproval through the 
church papers and by continuing to have 
fellowship with the Berkeley church in 
every way possible. I should doubt the wis- 
dom of any formal action with reference 
to it on the part of any of our gatherings 
at any time or place. 
El Paso, Tex. 


MR. JAMES M. PICKENS. 


1. No. On the contrary, I believe that 
the Berkeley plan offers a wise and con- 
sistent solution of one of the greatest diffi- 
culties in the way of Christian union. If we 
recognize members of other churches as 
Christians, we cannot consistently refuse to 
receive them into the fellowship of our 
congregations. I believe staunchly in im- 
mersion as the only correct form of baptism, 
and I should oppose the practice of amy 
other method by our churches. But I do not 
see how we can refuse to recognize as fellow 
Christians those who have entered other 
churches by what we may regard as techni- 
cally faulty methods and yet whose lives ex- 
emplify the principles of Christianity. I 
have a simple faith that God will not turn 
away those who make an honest and sincere 
effort to obey, but whose obedience may 
not take the precise form that we under- 
stand to have been prescribed. A mistake 
in method is of slight account; the intention 
to obey is the essential thing. Jesus visited 
his strongest denunciation upon the Pharisees 
who were strict in the observance of forms 
but who utterly missed the spirit of religion. 

I know that views similar to the above 
are held by a number of members of the con- 


gregation to which I belong. Wishing to 
avoid dissension, I seldom express such 


opinions; but in discussing the subject oc- 
casionally with intelligent and thoughtful 
Disciples among my acquaintance I have been 
surprised and gratified at the extent to which 
such views are held. 

2. I regard the practice of the Berkeley 
church as a matter coming within the field 
of liberty of the local congregation. 

3. The action of the California conven- 
tion, in my opinion, is an unwarranted as- 
sumption of authority and a violation of a 
fundamental principle of the  Disciple’s 
movement. It is rank ecclesiasticism. Such 
a close corporation claiming a monopoly of 
the true faith should be liable to prosecu- 
tion under the Sherman anti-trust law. 

4. If the Berkeley church sends delegates 
to the general convention, I should favor 
their admission and recognition as a mat- 
ter of course. Such recognition, if accorded 
would show to the California brethren that 
the action of their convention is not ap- 
proved by the brotherhood generally. If we 
are not prepared to extend such recognition 
to the Berkeley congregation we might as 
well withdraw our plea for Christian union. 
It might be well for the Atlanta convention 
to pass resolutions defining its idea of con- 
gregational and ecclesiastical authority. 

Vermont Ave. Church, Washington, D. C. 


REV. WM. B. CLEMMER. 


I am not in sympathy with the action of 
the California convention in the matter of 
the Berkeley church. That, EF believe, is a 
matter that lies within the Christian liberty 
of each congregation. The creed of the Chris- 
tian church is ideal as well as scriptural 
when stated as a fact, but subject to diffi- 
culties when pushed in explanation as to 
what it includes in the premises in our creed 
of custom. ‘The Christian church as well 
as the whole Protestant Christian church is 
in a state of flux, and we need to approach 
all these vexing question on our knees with 
great humility and patience. 

Rockford, Ill. 

(Other replies will ,be published next week.) 



























































BROTHERHOOD MOVEMENT HALTS. 
HAT is to be done with the Brotherhood, the national 
W organization of Disciple men? This is the question 
with which a meeting of men at Atlanta will be con- 
fronted. A crisis has been reached in its affairs. From the 
date of its origin at New Orleans in 1908 to the present a heavy 
budget of expenses has been financed mainly by Mr. R. A. 
Long of Kansas City. 

The movement for a distinctly masculine organization has 
the of churehmen deeply 
enough to financial support for a national 
secretary and a central office. Mr. E. E. Elliott, the present 
secretary, it is understood, will give up his position shortly to 
accept a managerial with, the Christian Board of 
Publication in St. Louis. Judge J. N. Haymaker, of Wichita, 
president of the Brotherhood, will be glad to receive expres- 
sions of sentiment from Christian men everywhere concerning 


not, apparently, gripped interest 


elicit sufficient 


position 


the future of this organization. 

The problem of men and the Chureh is not a Disciples’ 
problem alone. The Presbyterian and the Congregational 
Brotherhoods have recently yielded up their identity to the 
Adult Bible Class movement. It is possible that the conserva- 
tive and, in the end, the most fruitful course for Disciple men 
to pursue is to do likewise. 


A WHOLESOME DISCUSSION. 
al OW much more wholesome and comfortable, as well as 


prophetic of ultimate solution, the free, open diseus- 

cussion now running in The Christian Century is than 
weuld be the smother-it-for-the-sake-of-peace program urged 
by some of our esteemed counsellors! 

Does not this paper feel better to you, gentle and sensitive 
reader, its three full pages of such finely-tempered and 
frank expressions of opinion as are found in the editor’s Ques- 
tionnaire than if its references to the Berkeley matter were 
spoken in tones of suppressed awe and portent, and with une- 
tious exhortations about loving one another and letting ‘‘time’’ 
settle all our differences? 

The Disciples love daylight and the open road. We love to 
talk ~with one another. We are not afraid of differences of 
opinion. We are going to find out, at last, that the peculiar 
delicacy inhering in this perennial question of practicing Chris- 
tian union is altogether due to its having been so long sup- 


with 


pressed. It has been discussed by small groups of us, in con- 
fidential whispers; occasionally in our history it has found voice 
in some academic congress or lectureship—we think now of 
Rev. J. A. Lord in his unfettered Missouri days, and of the late 
Rev. J. S. Lamar. Practical but thoughtful laymen whose minds 
were not corrupted by legalistic theology and who therefore 
discerned the true spirit and purpose of Jesus more clearly 
than many of their teachers discerned it, have always won- 
dered, in a helpless sort of way, how it was that a movement 
for Christian unity could rest upon a sectarian basis. 

But this large body of sentiment has never found a popular 
voice. Fear lest the peace of Zion be disturbed has kept inhi- 
bitions upon our hearts. The attitude of Mr. Lamar is approv- 
ingly reealled by Dr. J. H. Garrison in a recent article. He 
quotes Mr. Lamar as saying: 

[am not going to take this step [receiving unimmersed Christians 
into fellowship] until my brethren are ready to take it. I am sure 
most of them do not yet see it, and I propose to stay with my 
brethren and hold this view as my personal opinion. 


If there had been a newspaper medium through which Mr. 


Lamar could have secured as thorough a diseussion of the ques- 
tion as we are enabled today to have, the Disciples would now 
be leagues ahead of their present attainment in Christian 
unity. But our journalism has always been afraid of the 
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question and closed its columns to any diseussion that looked 
toward thoroughness. 

Mr. Lamar’s attitude is typical and, in our judgment, with 
full honor to his memory, far from admirable. If a Christian 
believes that it is contrary to the will of Christ to practice 
sectarianism he cannot, in sound conscience, suppress that 
belief on the specious ground of its being a mere ‘‘ personal 
opinion. ’’ 

Doctor Garrison points out that Mr. Lamar changed his 
opinion on the step referred to before’ his death. That obser- 
vation has an aspect which, perhaps, Doctor Garrison has not 
thought of. If instead of suppressing his ‘‘personal opinion”’ 
Mr. Lamar had expressed it, and sought with gentleness and 
love to put it into practice he would, in all likelihood, have 
found more and more beauty in it as the years went on and at 
his death a multitude, if not the whole body, of Disciples would 
have been standing with him in its advocacy. 

We are today under the handicap of M?. Lamar’s silence. 
It is due the future of this Disciples’ movement for Christian 
unity that we of today speak out the conviction that is in us. 
The Christian Century has not in many a day found so much 
satisfaction as in lending itself as a medium for the expres- 
sion of this long repressed public opinion. 


AND NOW IT IS CLOSE COMMUNION! 
W HO will keep tab on the innovations appearing these 


days among Disciples of Christ ?—not merely inno- 

vations in chureh methods, but radical innovations, 
involving and jeopardizing the fundamental principles of their 
entire: movement for Christian unity. 

Here are the creeds adopted by the Phillips Bible Institute 
in Ohio and by the Brite College of the Bible in Texas—an 
absolute surrender of a basie Disciple principle. 

Here is the action of the California convention in excom- 
municating a church from fellowship in its missionary work 

something wholly new. 

And now comes an article in a well-known Disciple news- 
paper—the leading article—featured on the first page—with 
the author’s picture—and referred to by the editor, compli- 
mentarily, as ‘‘unique’’—where there is a defense of and plea 
for close communion. The article is entitled, ‘‘A Protected 
Table’’ and earries the sub-title, ‘‘An Appreciation of Bap- 
tist Consistency.’’ The author expresses the hope that his 
article may ‘‘remove prejudice’’ which, he feels, now exists 
among Disciples on aceount of their misconception of the 
Baptist position. He says: 


It is easy to draw a picture of that willful, selfish isolation of 
Baptists in communion, gathered around a Baptist table from 
which many admitted Christians are sternly and uncompromisingly 
debarred. The scene may be viewed from afar with all the 
commiseration of wounded sympathies and outraged susceptibilities. 
It is not pleasant thus to be separated—and perhaps it may be 
painful to Baptists themselves. But what must be the eomplica- 
tions of a table where no standard is erected, no particular faith 
demonstrated and no test required?—where the unbaptized and 
the unbeliever alike may partake at their own discretion, and 
where the authority of Christ and the apostolicity of his holy 
church are imperiled for the sake of sentiment? To a Baptist, 
a table so spread can have no meaning. 

In the light of New Testament teaching, the Lord’s table is 
for the Lord’s people—for those who have professed their faith 
in the act of loyal obedience, in the designated act by which 
their faith is portrayed, and the answer of the new-born soul 
is given to the grace of God—in the act of baptism, wherein they 
put on Christ. 
the 


Only the baptized—by which he means, of course, 


immersed—have any place at the Lord’s table: 
The restriction made by Baptists is not caused by anything 


Baptists are, or have done, but by a failure, either of faith or 
practice, on the part of other Christians. It is everywhere ad- 
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mitted that to baptized, penitent believers, saved by he grace of 
God through faith in Christ Jesus, was committed the ordinance 
of the Lord’s Supper. In the strict attention paid to these qualifi- 
cations, Baptists are consistent. Their practice has tended to 
uniformity of faith and order. 

Interestingly enough this Disciple minister from Tennessee 
finds in the reactionary branch of the Disciples of Christ in 
England the model for us all to pattern after: 

Let the “Disciples of Christ” answer whether their brethren in 
England, who are restricted communionists, are not the more loyal 
to the word of God in the witness they bear at the Lord’s table. 

One’s instinctive resentment at the hospitality accorded 
this doctrine in a prominent organ of our people is softened 
somewhat when one reflects on how consistently logical it 1s. 
Close communion and close membership go togetber. 

There is not a single reason nor the shadow of a reason why 
a congregation that arrogates to itself the right to debar 
from its membership any whom Christ has received into his 
Chureh should not also exercise the right of debarring such 
from the Communion table. 

Sectarianism at the table is no worse than sectarianism at 
the church door—nor quite so bad. F 

The Communion is more sacred than the chureh roll. To 
admit to the holy of holies those who are denied a place in 
the outer court is flagrantly inconsistent. 

But this comment is an aside. We were talking of inno- 
vations, and only wished to enlist others in helping us keep 
tab on them. 


DO THIS, AND ALSO THE OTHER. 
HE Jacksonville Times-Union is advocating the erection 
7. of a monument to the fidelity of the slaves. It says: 
‘‘The men of the South went out with confidence, 
leaving the defenseless ones they loved under the protection 
of their loyal slaves, and during the four years of strife and 
over the whole extent of the confederacy not one Negro was 
unfaithful to his trust. A few, as the federal armies ap- 
proached, ran away to freedom, but there is no reeord of one 
act of violence or one word of insult toward the wives and 
children of their masters. One who thinks of this wonderful 
record must see in it reason for pride for both races. Good 
will is never one-sided. The Negroes could not have shown 
such unswerving loyalty to those who had oppressed and 
maltreated them.’’ 

Very well. Let the monument be erected. But let them 
who build it be careful to avoid what we fear is the real im- 
plication of their structure, namely that it is to slavery we 
are indebted for all the good that ever was in the Negro. Let 
us remember that with all his faults the Negro has shown 
some admirable qualities and a quite notable development in 
his fifty years of freedom. It may be too soon to erect a 
monument to the progress of the freedman, but not till this 
is done need there be any great eagerness to memorialize lis 
fidelity as a slave. 


GETTING USED TO IT. 

T MUST seem ludicrous to our Christian neighbors to 
| observe how seriously we Disciples of Christ take the pro- 

posal to practice Christian unity with others who are no 
less Christians than ourselves! 

‘‘What kind of people can you Disciples be,’ 
Presbyterian friend, ‘‘to be making such a wry face over that 
California chureh for nothing more than receiving into its 
membership those whom you yourselves believe Christ has 
received into his Chureh? Is your chureh something more 
exclusive, more aristocratic—I do not want to say narrower- 
than the Chureh of Christ?’’ 

Of course it was diffieult to make him see the historical side 
of it all—how a long time ago a sort of sectarian ‘‘kink’’ 
had been put into the Disciples’ movement for Christian unity; 
how we have all along been shy about discussing the contradic- 
tion between our message and our practice; how we have even 
shied at thinking about it; until now in these non-sectarian 
twentieth century days we simply cannot endure to be nar- 


, 


exclaimed a 












rower than the Church of Christ whose name alone we are 
willing to wear; and how at last, timidly and with trembling 
steps, some among us have really ventured to do what Thomas 
Campbell did a century ago and what Christ, our Lord, prayed 
that all his followers might always do. 

Our friend could not, of course, feel the historical, inward, 
human side of it as vividly as a Disciple can feel it, but he 
quit smiling and said, thoughtfully, ‘‘Well, what you want 
is to talk it out in open meeting. When your people get used 
to it they will not take it so seriously.’’ 

And we thought: Yes, the not doing it is the solemn part 
of it; the actual doing of it is so Christian and so natural that 
when we have discussed it openly and frankly for awhile we 
will wonder how we ever could have made such a bugaboo of 
such a simple Christian duty. 


NEVER FEAR! 

ERIOUS concern is expressed in some of our correspond- 
ence lest the Berkeley affair be brought up at the Atlanta 
convention. Fears on this point are quite unneces- 

sary. Suggestions of some such action whieh appear in 
response to the questionnaire now running in The Christian 
Century are to be taken as either facetious or as merely a 
strong way of expressing protest. 

It is interesting that the gravest expressions of concern on 
this point have come from good brethren more or less closely 
connected with the Christian Board of Publication whose 
manager committed the Christian Evangelist to a policy that 
logically calls for the Atlanta convention as well as every 
state convention to do precisely what they did in California. 

-But the influence of the Christian Evangelist—if its mana- 
ger should persist in his policy, which is extremely unlikely— 
will be wholly neutralized by that of the Christian Standard, 
which paper is just as strongly and clear-headedly set against 
the Atlanta convention making an ecclesiasticism of itself as 
The Christian Century is. If the brethren who have expressed 
their concern will see to it that the Christian Evangelist is 
kept straight before we go to Atlanta there need be no fear of 
any embarrassing complications. 


COLLEGE, NOT UNIVERSITY. 

NNOUNCEMENT of the change of title of Christian Uni- 
versity at Canton, Mo., to Canton College gives evi- 
dence of the earnest desire of the trustees and constituency 
of that excellent educational institution to square their claims 
with facts. The older name has always offended our editorial 
pen when it was compelled to indite a reference to the school, 
but henceforth it will be a delight to inseribe the convenient 

and euphonious title, ‘‘Canton College.’’ 

This change of name is in line with the recommendations 
made by the Men and Millions Movement for the improvement 
of the ideals and standards of all Disciple colleges. 

Some years ago Butler, in Indianapolis, disearded the high 
sounding ‘‘University’’ and has prospered never so well as a 
college. Of course its self-respect and the self-respect of its 
student body and alumni have been appreciably enhanced by 
the change. It is understood that Transylvania University in 
Lexington, Ky., is considering a similar change, if indeed it 
has not already made it. 

Every person familiar with the connotation of the two words 
will congratulate any school now existing among the Disci- 
ples that frankly abandons the more ambitious title and takes 
its place on the solid and dignified level of a college. 

In general use, as well as in academic circles, the term ‘‘uni- 
versity’’ applies to an institution amply enough endowed to 
provide advanced graduate and research courses. There are 
but few real universities in this country, and for an institu- 
tion of college rank to wear the name constantly suggests 
flamboyance or charlatanism to the informed outsider. No 
college dealing as seriously and as successfully with its edu- 
cational tasks as every one of the Disciples colleges does, can 
afford to give warrant in the public mind for any such sus- 


picion. 
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Do You Know Your Bible? 


HERE was never a time when so much real interest was manifested, in 
Bible study as today. Much of the modern sutdy, so-called, is shallow 

and unsatisfactory, it is true, but the very fact that countless courses of 
Scripture study are being offered, some of them Leing advertised in secular 
newspapers, is an evidence of a widespread desire to become acquainted with 


the teachings of 


“The Book”—The Bible 


The contest method of exploiting churches and Sunday schools has not al- 
ways been wisely used. Too often religion is swallowed up of zeal for big 
reports and the mere winning of the contest. But, it must be confessed, the 
love of contest, of competition, is strong in human nature, and when 
properly controlled and directed it may be used to yield most substantial 
and worth-while results in knowledge and character. 


“The Conquest” Plan 


Now, the question is, Can the contest idea be utilized in giving to our 
Sunday schools a more thorough, a more vital, knowledge of the Bible and 
religious truth? Instead of mere number-getting, can the contest be made 
to serve the purpose of character-building? “The Conquest,” the wide-awake 
weekly published by the Disciples Publication Society, for adult and young 
people’s classes, thinks it can. The plan which this paper has formulated 
for its “Bible Knowledge Contest” is given herewith. 


One Hundred Questions 


on the Bible will be furnished “The Conquest” by ten leading Disciple min- 
isters and teachers. Among these question-makers will be: Rev. Peter 
Ainslie, Prof. H. L. Willett, Rev. Finis Idleman, Rev. John R. Ewers, Rev. 
W.S. Athearn, Rev. Edgar D. Jones, Rev. John E. Pounds, Rev. P. J. Rice, 
Rev. H. H. Peters, Rev. H. T. Cree and others. These One Hundred Ques- 
tions will be published in “The Conquest,” from week to week, in instal- 
ments. Every issue will contain contest material. The contest will begin 


early in the autumn quarter. 


A Word About the Questions 


They will not be catch questions, meant to trip up the contestants; nor will 
they be questions without vital significance. They will, on the contrary, be 
fundamental, significant. They will be such questions as, when answered, 
will give a better understanding of the great religious truths and facts taught 
and exemplified in our Book of Religion. 
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Bible Knowledge 


Helpful! 











Twenty-Five Prizes 


For Individuals 


Five Disciple leaders of authority in Bible scholarship will serve as judges 
in the contest. At the close of the competition they will award twenty-five 
prizes to the contestants sending in the most nearly correct lists of answers 
to the One Hundred Questions. 


The First Prize will be a beautiful set of the works of Harold Bell Wright, 
bound in full leather, with gilt top, a veritable edition de luxe. The set in- 
cludes the following books: That Printer of Udell’s, The Shepherd of the 
Hills, The Calling of Dan Matthews, The Winning of Barbara Worth, Their 
Yesterdays, and the new book just from the press, The Eyes of the World. 
This splendid prize has been donated to the contest by the publishers, The 
Book Supply Company, Chicago. 

The Second Prize will be a fine American Revised Bible, divinity circuit, 
leather lined, silk sewed, a book of which the winner will certainly be proud. 
This is the donation of Thos. Nelson & Sons, New York. 


The Third Prize, Ladies’ Solid Gold Chatelaine, or Men’s Gold Christian 
Endeavor Charm. Donated by the United Society of Christian Endeavor. 


TWENTY-TWO OTHER PRIZES, TO BE ANNOUNCED LATER! 


Three Prizes for Schools 


In addition to the prizes to be given to individual winners, Three Splendid 
Sunday School Banners will be awarded the three schools which send in the 
largest number of correct—or nearly correct lists of answers. These Banners 
have been donated by The Practical Sunday School Supplies Company, Chi- 
cago; W. H. Dietz, dealer in Sunday school supplies, Chicago; Meigs Pub- 
lishing Company, publishers of and dealers in Sunday school supplies. 


YOUR SCHOOL—YOUR CLASS—YOU—SHOULD PAR- 
TICIPATE IN THIS BIBLE KNOWLEDGE CONTEST! 


This is going to be the most elaborate competition of its kind ever under- 
taken by a Sunday school publication. It will build up your school in num- 
bers and interest, in Bible knowledge and Christian character. Tell your 
superintendent, your teacher, your class, your pastor, about the Bible knowl- 
edge contest, and tell them that you MUST have “The Conquest” in the 
school during the time the contest is running. Fill out the following coupon, 
and send at once to The Conquest, 700-714 E. Fortieth St., Chicago. 








Thos. Curtis Clark, 
Editor The Conquest, 
700 E. 40th St., Chicago. 
Dear Sir: Plemae aemd ......cccccccess copies of 
“The Conquest” to the following address: 
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OO GRUNT Nts ss Vics alivs age ccanssuensiees ‘ 
This subscription to be at your regular rate of 
12% ets. per quarter. We want our school (or 
class) to participate in the Conquest’s Bible 
Knowledge Contest. 
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Harold Bell Wright, whose works 
will be given as First Prize 
in the Bible Knowledge 
Contest. 
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The Larger Christian World 


A DEPARTMENT OF INTERDENOMINATIONAL ACQUAINTANCE. 








Cardinals Elect A New Pope 


On the sixth ballot for the succession 
of Pope Pius X, His Eminence Giacomo 
cella Chiesa, archbishop of Bologna, was 
selected as the 259th ruler in the papal 
chair. Particulars of the election are un- 
known, and will remain so. Whatever 
reports were sent out as to other candi- 
dates and their respective votes are 
purely conjectural. What human mo- 
tives led to the elevation of the cardinal 
archbishop of Bologna, whose name had 
not hitherto figured as a-papal candidate 
above those who seemed more favored, is 
equally hidden. It is another illustra- 
tion that in the selection of a pope it is 
the unexpected that always happens. It 
may be of interest, as a pure speculation, 
to strive to determine why a man who 
had been only recently created a cardi- 
nal, enjoying this prerogative since May 
of this year, should have been chosen in 
preference to others whose names have 
occupied attention as likely to sueceed 
the recently deceased pontiff. The policy 
of the papacy swings back and forth like 
a pendulum. It is rare that any pope 
follows the footsteps of his predecessor. 
No two men could have been more unlike 


than Leo XIII and Pius X. The aim of 
both was the welfare of the chureh, but 
the means chosen were far apart. Now 
that so many of the desires of Pius X 
were made part of the church it may 
have seemed fitting that a departure 


from his policy was needed. This was 
the more urgent in view of the fact that 
the new ineumbent must be conversant 


with the science of diplomacy. 


WAR AFFECTS CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
The war now raging in Europe touches 
the Catholie Chureh very closely. When 
it is ended many questions will come up 
for settlement. It will then be needful 
to have a pope who is no stranger to Eu- 
ropean polities. It will require a master 
hand to safeguard the interests of the 
church. This thought must have been in 
the minds of the fifty-six cardinals who 
sat in the eonclave. There may have 
been others equally fitted, but there were 
none more available than Cardinal della 


Chiesa. The dominant figure of the con- 
clave that selected Pius X, Cardinal 


Rampolla, had only recently passed away. 
Had he lived his choice seemed a cer- 
tainty. But in his place was one who 
had served under the great master, one 
whom he had trained. At Madrid Mgr. 
della Chiesa had been the secretary of 
Rampolla. When the great cardinal was 
made secretary of state for Leo XIII, 
Mgr. della Chiesa was placed under him. 
Mer. della Chiesa from the position of 
‘*minutanti,’’ really a confidential mes- 
senger, mounted to the position of ‘‘sub- 
stitutus’’ or acting secretary. 

THE NEW 


POPE A DIPLOMAT. 


There can be no question of his fitness 


to meet diplomatic emergencies. With 
the change of administration of Leo 
XIII it was but natural the new secre- 


tary, Merry del Val, should make his 
own selections. The confidence that Mer. 
della Chiesa had begotten is shown in 
the fact that he was selected to be the 
papal nuncio at Madrid. For reasons of 
his own he refused the appointment. He 


continued in the secretariate of state un- 





til December, 1907, when he was sent to 
the very important see of Bologna as its 
archbishop. There can be no doubt of 
lis administrative ability. In a city none 
too friendly he won admiration and re- 
In May of this year Pope Pius X 


spect. 
It is interesting 


created him a cardinal. 

















XV 


Benedictus the New Pope. 


to learn of the choice of name made by 
the newly elected pope. It was natural 
that it should have been Benedict. First 
because the greatest of that name, Bene- 
lict XIV, Prospero Lambertini, was a 
native of Bologna, as well as its arch- 
bishop. For the last seven years the in- 
ecumbent of the archbishopric lived in the 
very occupied by his eminent 
predecessor. Secondly, because, as the 
fourteenth Benedict was, of all the popes, 
the most learned canonist, the fifteenth 
of that name is an adept of that.same 
seience, and it shall be incumbent on him 
to put into execution the revision of the 
canon law of the chureh, which is now 
almost ready for promulgation. 


house 


‘The Presbyterian’’ of London Suspends. 

The Presbyterian, the weekly organ of 
the Presbyterian Church in England, an- 
nounces its suspension of publication for 
the present. This is owing to two con- 
ditions; one of which is that the sources 
of revenue have been largely cut off on 
account of business paralysis due to war 
conditions, and the other is the increased 
cost of paper and the stoppage of import 
of raw materials used in the output of 
the paper. The directors therefore feel 
that it is better to suspend the issue of 
the paper, and thereby husband their re- 
sources until normal conditions are re- 
sumed throughout the country. The edi- 
torial and other departments of the 
paper are heavy with the sorrow that has 
come upon the people in this ruinous war. 
The moderator of the Presbyterian 
Chureh of England, Dr. James R. Gilles, 
issues a message to the Chureh in which 


he declares taht all that could be done 
for peace, consistently with honor, had 
been done, and all had failed. Pleas for 
neutrality are out of date. The only 


herald of peace must be the sword 
drawn in a religious cause. He ealls for 
vigorous self-denial in the use of all 


things that pertain to the maintenance of 
life; a practical sympathy for all those 
on whom the burden of suffering will fall 
the most heavily, and urges young men 
to respond to the appeal of active ser- 
vice. His final recommeéndation is daily 
intercession at the family altar and meet- 
ings for prayer in all the churches. With 
regard to Germany he announces this 
beautiful Christian sentiment: ‘‘Let us 
studiously refrain from everything that 
might tend to embitter and perpetuate 
the present unnatural alienation. Abus- 
ive epithets applied to their ruler, the im- 
putation of sordid and unworthy motives 
of a high-minded people, these are signs 
of weakness and not of strength in our- 
selves. Let us fight them, since fight we 
must—eonfident in God and in our right- 
eous. cause; but let us fight them, so that, 
when the war is over, we may be free to 
say: We never were your enemies; we 
hated to draw the sword against you; we 
only wished you well. You are our 
brothers born, our natural allies. Let us 
join hands once more, and work together 
for the cause of freedom and progress.’’ 





Bishop McIntyre Passes On. 

The Methodist Chureh and the Chris- 
tian, world hear with grief the news of 
the death of Bishop Robert MelIntyre, 
which occurred at Wesley Hospital, Chi- 
cago, last week. Bishop Melntyre was 
only 62 years of age. He was born in 
Scotland of humblest parents, his father 
being a weaver who, while the son was 
six years of age, came to this country. 
Here Robert MeIntyre learned and fol- 
lowed the trade of bricklayer, working 
on the walls of the Tremont Hotel, Chi- 
cago, after the great fire, and in due 
course, laying brick also on the old Lin- 
dell Hotel, St. Louis. As a lad, he had 
the Seoteh trait of cross-questioning 
ideas, and a Seotchman’s appetite for 
solid books. He carried the new physi- 
cists, Huxley and Tyndal, in his jeans to 
his work with trowel and mortal, and in 


the sort of debating club into which 
boarding-houses sometimes seem organ- 


ized, could hold his own against all com- 
ers who attacked his agnostic creed. It 
chanced that one evening the young man 


entered the First Methodist Church, 
South, in St. Louis and there he found 
the joy of salvation. This was in 1877 


and the young man was then a traveling 
book agent. The next year he entered 
the Illinois Conference. His first charge 
was Easton, and they still tell how when 
a church was needed, the young brick- 
layer with his own hands put the bricks 
in the wall. That trowel hung in Bishop 
MelIntyre’s study all the rest of his life; 
nor did he ever forget the toilers in 
whose ranks he always felt himself to 
belong; rather he pointed to this trowel 
and his ecard of membership in the brick- 
layers’ union as symbols of his real life. 

After serving the churches at Marshall, 
Charleston and Urbana, he was appointed 
to Grace Chureh, Chicago, the most re- 
sponsible Methodist pulpit in the West. 
This shocked him. But he found that at 
bottom all human’ hearts are human. 
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Congregations at Grace Chureh were so 
large, special street cars were massed to 
carry away the people. When Dr. Me- 
Intyre coneluded his Grace pastorate, he 
was taken to Denver, where at Trinity, 
he had the largest congregations of any 


Methodist preacher in the world. His 
popularity as a lyceum lecturer was 
searcely surpassed. From Denver Dr. 


MeIntyre went to St. James Chureh, Chi- 
cago, where a like triumph attended him; 
and from St. James, to First Church, Los 
Angeles, where a vast structure was 
immediately all too small. He was made 
a bishop in 1908 and his official residence 
at the time of his death was Oklahoma 
City. 


Church and Labor. 

Many are the signs of increasing 
friendliness towards the Church on the 
part of leaders in labor organizations in 
the United States. A like welcome ap- 
proachment is reported in England. 
Leaders there are said to be showing a 
‘*strong tendency to recognize in the per- 
sonality and teaching of Jesus the only 
hope for the full and final suecess of the 
endeavor to uplift the laboring classes: of 
the world.’’ ‘‘Labor day’’ in England 
comes in the spring (May) instead of the 
fall (September) as here. This year it 
is deseribed as marking the beginning of 
a week of prayer and preaching, the 
meetings being addressed by leaders of 
the labor movement. There was partici- 
pation in the meetings by an Anglican 
bishop. There were warm expressions of 
interest and approval from such distin- 
guished churchmen as the Archbishop of 
York and the Bishop of London. The 
latter is reported as saying that in Eng- 
land the labor movement is avowedly and 
definitely religious, and he urges that the 
Chureh be so changed to meet it. One of 
the settlements in London has organized 
an association known as the Fellowship 
of Followers, of which any person may 
become a member regardless of church 
connections or of the lack of them, who 
will sign a declaration consisting of the 
words of Christ, ‘‘If any man will come 
after me, let him take up his cross and 
follow me.”’ 


Women Pray for Peace. 

Brushing aside the barriers of sect, 
caste, and race, 10,000 women of Denver 
gathered in the auditorium two weeks 
ago and knelt in prayer for prompt ter- 
mination of the war in Europe. One of 
the chief speakers was Mrs. E. P. Costi- 
gan, president of the Woman’s Club. 
They bemoaned the wholesale sacrifice of 
life. 


Dr. Jowett Reported II. 


The distinguished pastor of the Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York 
City, Dr. J. Henry Jowett, has been mak- 
ing a tour of the East and has suffered 
a break down ix health of some moment. 
It is hoped that with cancelling engage- 
ments made for public appearances in 
England and complete rest he will be 
able to resume his work in the metrepo- 
lis in the fall. 


Laymen of Presbyterian Assembly. 

Dr. Charles Stelzle has been analyzing 
the membership of the late Presbyterian 
General Assembly as to the occupations 
and places of residence of the delegates. 
There were 459 laymen in the assembly 
and they are classified as follows: Far- 
mers, 91; merchants, 40; business men, 
24; lawyers, 20; doctors, 16; bankers, 13; 
clerks, 11; ranehmen, 11; retired, 11; 
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manufacturers, 8; real estate dealers, 8; 
agents, 7; teachers, 6; lumbermen, 6; 
publishers, +; postmen, 4; salesmen, 4; 
editors, 4; grocers, 4; carpenters, 4; pro- 
fessors, 3; insurance, 3; machinists, 3; 
barbers, 3; printers, 3; secretaries, 3; 
bookkeepers, 3. There were two of each 
of the following: Druggists, dentists, 
capitalists, railroad men, inspectors, 
civil service, undertakers, nurserymen. 
Kighty-two give no occupations but. in 
nearly every case these are business men 
in cities, 


Mission Work and the War. 


The Continent contams a_ vigorous 
article with the title, ‘‘Giving to Missions 
Must Not Deeline.’’ It is timely and 
needed. There is reason to fear that the 
disorganization and interruption of so- 
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cial religious and commercial life which 
is suffered by the peoples across the sea 
and the inescapable reflex influence upon 
us in America, will very seriously be felt 


in foreign and other mission work. We 
read: ‘‘A stress of burden must be 


shouldered by the church which it has 
never borne before. The stress begins 
with this: The Church must this time 
keep up its mission giving unfalteringly, 
no matter how its temporal prosperity 
falls. If incomes go down, the utmost 
cut of economy must be applied to what 
Christians spend on themselves before 
they think of abating what they give to 
the cause of making this world what 
Christ wants.’’ The condition of the 
missions of the churches in Europe will 
marked by unprecedented embarrass- 
ments, 


he 


Missionary Co-operation in India 
BY GEORGE W. BROWN. 


HE most important development 
in co-operative work in India has 
taken place recently, in the 
transfer of a certain amount of 


territory from the Methodist Mis- 
sion to the Presbyterian Mission 
in North India, and vice versa. 


This involved a transfer of a number of 
Indian Christians from one mission to 
another. It happens that in that area 
there are a great many people becoming 
Christians. What we know as a mass 
movement is in progress there. The work 
of these two missions overlapped to a 
certain extent, and neither mission was 
able fully to take care of the converts in 
both areas, so that by limiting the terri- 
tory worked by each mission they were 
enabled to work territory. more thorough- 
ly, and in this way secure better results. 
THE LANGUAGE SCHOOL. 

But there are other matters in which 
the missions are co-operating very suc- 
cessfully. I may mention among these 
the language school. The most success- 
ful language school at present in opera- 
tion is the one for teaching Hindi and 
Urdu. This is located in Lucknow, though 
we cannot say as yet that this will be 
the permanent location of the school. It 
is managed by a joint committee, repre- 
senting a large number of missions that 
patronize the school. The teachers are 
missionaries of different missions. The 
school is open to all missions in this 
part of India on equal terms. At present 
there are fifty-nine students in the 
schools. Three of them are of our mis- 
sion. A school has also been opened for 
the teaching of Bengali in Caleutta. This 
is also managed along the line of joint 
control, and its principal is a member of 
the English Baptist Mission. This school 
is having a very successful opening year. 
On the West Coast there is a school for 
the teaching of Marathi. Like the others 
this also is under the control of sev- 
eral missions. Large plans were laid for 
a language school in South India, the 
home of which was to be in Bangalore. 
The prospectus was drawn up and the 
missions agreed to co-operate; several 
languages were to be taught in this 
school. The gentleman who was to be 
principal at that time went home on fur- 
lough, and the matter was held in abey- 
ance for some time; as yet the school is 
not in proper working order, but I be- 
lieve that it will be shortly, and that its 
work also will be 2 success. 

In such matters as Bible translation 
and the carrying on of literature socie- 





ties, the missions of India have always co- 
operated. In practically all the languages 
there are joint committees with repre- 
sentatives of different missions on them 
which have in charge the work of trans- 
lation and revision of the Bible. I may 
mention that I am a member of the com- 
mittee which is revising the Hindi Old 
Testament at this time. The Christian 
literature which is issued is mostly pub- 
lished by the different tract and book so- 
cieties which work in different parts of 
India. They are managed by joint com- 
mittees representing different missions, 
and contributions from missionaries of 
any denomination whatsoever are ac- 
cepted. 

Another matter in which missions co- 
operate is the publication of hymn books. 
In our own area there is a movement on 
foot just now to publish a hymn book 
in Hindi and perhaps in Urdu also, which 
will suit the needs of a large number of 
Indian Christians. Joint committees 
have been appointed to look into this 
matter, but as yet the book has not been 
prepared. We believe, however, that in 
a short time such a book will be issued. 
Such books are being issued in other 
languages and several missions loyally 
co-operate in the publication and use of 
them. 


CO-OPERATION AS TO TEACHERS. 

There has been for some years a num- 
ber of missionary associations in differ- 
ent parts of India in which missionaries 
have been co-operating in different mat-. 
ters, such as rules for the salary, regula- 
tion and discipline of Indian workers. 
This is especially important in connection 
with the matter of teachers. Committees 
are at work drawing up more or less 
uniform scales of pay for teachers, dis- 
cussing the-terms on which they may be 
employed, the terms on which they may 
be taken from one mission to another, 
and all such relative matters. As a rule 
the missions are displaying a very friend- 
ly spirit in all these matters. The time 
was when such things created trouble 
and missions, at least some missions, 
manifested no particular amount of com- 
punction in taking a worker whom they 
desired from another mission which 
might perhaps be very poorly able to 
spare him. However, this matter is be- 
ing remedied and missions are co-oper- 
ating very loyally along such lines as 
this. 

Another matter in which missions are 
co-operating is education work. This is 
being done along several lines. In the 


(Continued on page 22. 
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A Visit to Pope Pius X 


Disclosing the Simple and Democratic Personality of the Late Pontiff 


'f is not often that the passing of a 


‘Pope of the Roman Catholic Chureh 


4s‘ met with sueh universal expres- 

'8fons of esteem as have followed the 
death of Pius X. He ranked lower than 
Wid “predtecessor in intellectual gifts and 
AdimiffistMAtive ability. Leo XIII was a 
SéHol##"h diplomat, and a man of the 
world his’struggle for the temporal 
power that was so surely slipping away 


from his chur ee happily unavail- 
ing, showed A of no mean order. 


Pius X was by origin, by training, and 
by character, an entirely different man 
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The Late Pope Pius X. 
deared him to the world. He was en- 
dowed with a handsome and stately per- 


sonality, and his face is said to have re- 
sembled that of Phillips Brooks. His 
lave of peace is well known, and an 


afkjed touch of pathos is joined to his 
death, by the fact that his last illness be- 
gan with the great war in Europe. His 
physicians are quoted as saying that 
grief over the situation brought on the 
fintil“erfis, and so overwhelmed him that 
t4avad Wiable to rally from the shock at 


MS°hdyaneed age. A dispatch quotes 
HWA AKesavimMe just before the end: 
S19Mp wit Liwetieve that the Almighty, in 
hime ihettutiiie goodness, wishes to 
Swe’ J me she otrors of this dreadful 
wariliw i Bis 
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bas. iH poqitor sai 
ican’ Gardens 


Venice, 
and took up their residence in rooms ad- 
joining the Vatican, so as to be near him. 


his request, his two sisters left 


His lack of self-seeking is shown in the 
fact that he died poor, and left only a 
pension of sixty dollars a month to each 
of these devoted women. 

His democratie simplicity made him of 
easy access to any one. When a small 
party of us spent a week in Rome four 
years ago, we had no more idea of seeing 
the Pope than of being presented to the 
King of England at the Court of St. 
James. But a short time after we arrived, 
without expectation or solicitation on our 


part, we were told that we could attend 
the Pope’s audience on the following 


Tuesday, if we so desired. Nothing was 
required of us but that we should meet 
our conductor at the Vatican at an ap- 
pointed hour, should be dressed in black 
or white, and should have a veil to match, 
to throw over the head when the hat was 
removed. 
WAITING FOR THE POPE. 

We found him waiting for us at the 
private entrance to the palace, and he 
lead us, past a group of Swiss Guards in 
their gay uniforms, up the splendid stair- 
way, and along broad corridors, to an 
anterooom, where more than one hundred 
persons were awaiting the signal to enter 
the papal audience chamber. Many of 





the erowd seemed to be tourists, as we 
were, and wore black street costumes; 
a few women were richly dressed—one 
young girl was in white silk or satin, 
with a white veil, and looked like a 
lovely bride. There were a number of 


priests and members of religious orders 
in their distinctive garbs. Many had 
crucifixes and rosaries, which (to them) 
would be valuable, because of the papal 
blessing. Attendants took charge of our 
hats, parasols, and any packages, and we 
adjusted our veils on our heads. 

While we were waiting, we 
acquaintance of our conductor 
had not seen before. He was a young 
Irish-American from Boston, and was a 
student at the Jesuit University in 
Rome; he had already been there nine 
years, and it would take him two more to 


made the 
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finish his course. He belonged to the 
French Missionary order of La La Pette, 
and when he was asked to what mission 
field he was going, answered quite simply, 
‘‘T do not *know; I go where I am sent.’’ 


THE POPE’S VACATION! 


He was of delightful manners and ap- 
pearance, and spoke with evident pleas- 
ure of going soon on his vacation, to 
work in the grape harvest in Northern 
Italy. Some one (not very well posted) 
asked if the Pope took a vacation, and 
the young priest said, with a shade of 
sadness, ‘‘Oh, no! The Holy Father 
never leaves the Vatican.’’ 

He was delighted to find a lady from 
Boston, and while he was asking her some 
questions about his old home, the signal 


was given to pass into the audience 
chamber. It was a magnificent room, 
hung in rich red damask, with a few 


priceless pictures on the walls, with the 
papal throne at the far end; along the 
sides, were chairs where we sat. The only 


touch of splendor in the ceremony was 
the rich uniforms of the Guards of 
Honor, and the elegant attire of the 


gentlemen in waiting. 
I had always pictured a papal recep- 


tion, with the Pontiff seated on his 
throne, and every one going up and 


kneeling as they were presented to him; 
but Pius X came quietly in the door at 
the upper end, and walked slowly all 
around the room, giving his hand, with 
the pastoral ring on it, to each one 
leaving it to them whether they would 
kiss it or not. He was dressed in a long 
white woolen tunic, with short white 
cape and sash, and red sandals—and was 
a beautiful and benignant figure. I only 
heard him speak a few times—to some 
of the Brethren, and to a little boy, 
whose mother had brought him with her. 





THE PAPAL BENEDICTION. 

When he had passed all around, he 
paused at the door, and extending his 
arms, said some words in Latin—the 
papal benediction; then he passed out as 
quietly as he had entered, and his attend- 
ants followed, with much more state— 
and the audience was over. 

When one thinks of the difficulty, the 
expense, and the coaching it requires to 
be presented at any European Court, the 
democratic simplicity of such a function 
as this could not fail to make a pleasant 
impression on an American mind. But 
the pleasantest impression of all was the 
gentle and winning personality of the 
Pope; and I am sure that all who were 
present felt that, no matter what were 
the errors of the Chureh of Rome, both 
in teaching and practice, Pius X was 
a humble and devout follower of Jesus 


Christ. I. W. H. 
Amateur Business Genius. 

Ruth came home from her first visit to 
Sunday-school carrying a small sack of 
candy. 

“Why, Ruth, where did you get the 


candy?” asked the family who had gathered 
to hear her experiences. 
Ruth looked up in surprise. 
“I bought it with the nickel 


you gave 


me,” she said; the minister met me at the 
door and got me in for nothing.—Ladies’ 


Home Journal. 


Science’s Enormous Strides. 


Doctor: “What? Troubled with sleepless- 
ness? Eat something before going to bed.” 


Patient: “Why, doctor, you once told me 
never to eat anything before going to bed.” 
Doctor (with dignity): “Pooh, pooh! That 
was last January. Science has made enor- 


mous strides since then.” 
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Scientist Speaks for Spiritual Things. 

In an essay recently published, John 
Burroughs, philosopher, scientist, nature- 
writer and poet, says some things which 
might well make the present day ‘‘scien- 
tifie point of view’’ think again: 

‘*In this age of science we have heaped 
up great intellectual riches of the purely 
scientific kind,’’ says Mr. Burroughs. 
‘‘Our mental coffers are fairly bursting 
with our stores of the knowledge of ma- 
terial things. But what will it profit us 
if we gain the whole world and lose our 
own souls? Must our finer spiritual fac- 
ulties, whence come our love, our rever- 
ence, our humility, and our appreciation 
of the beauty of the world, atrophy? 
‘Where there is no vision the people per- 
ish’—perish for want of a clear percep- 
tion of the higher values of life. Where 
there is no vision, no intuitive perception 
of the great fundamental truths of the 
spiritual world, science will not save us. 
In such a case our civilization is like an 
engine running without a headlight.’’ 


Two Colonels on Woman Suffrage. 


COLONEL WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN. 

‘‘As man and woman are cotenants of 
the earth and must work out their des- 
tiny together, the presumption is on the 
side of equality of treatment in all that 
pertains to their joint life and its oppor- 
tunities. The burden of proof is on those 
who claim for one an advantage over the 
other in determining the conditions under 
whieh both shall live. This claim has not 
been established inthe matter of suffrage. 
been established in the matter of suffrage. 
woman suffrage appear to me to be in- 
valid, while the arguments advanced in 
support of the proposition are, in my 
judgment, convineing.’’ 


COLONEL HENRY WATTERSON. 

‘*No man who loves and reveres wom- 
an—especially no man who loves and 
reveres his own women—can, without 
foreboding, look upon this crusade, and 
all that it implies, of degradation to 
womanhood, of destruction to ali domes- 
tic and moral organism, of desecration to 
everything we hold dear in the wife, the 
mother, and the home.’’ 


The Vanity of Fame. 


Two gentlemen, a lawyer and his 
friend,—so the New York Sun relates,— 
were recently motoring through Green- 
field, Indiana, the birthplace of James 


Whiteomb Riley* They stopped for 
luncheon, and after the meal inquired 
of the hotel clerk: 

‘*Where is the Riley house?’’ 

*‘T don’t know any hotel by that 


name,’’ he replied, ‘‘although there may 
be some such boarding house here.’’ 

‘*T mean the James Whitcomb Riley 
house,’’ said the lawyer, thinking that 
the clerk had misunderstood him. 

‘‘T don’t know him; you may be able 
to find his name in the city directory.’’ 

**T guess he’s moved,’’ said the law- 
yer. 

‘*Probably,’’ the hotel 
mented. ‘‘Some of them 
stay long in a place.’’ 

Half a century ago, when the fame of 


com- 
don’t 


keeper 
renters 


Whittier, the Quaker poet, was yet 
young, a somewhat similar incident oe- 
eurred in Amesbury, where he lived. A 


traveler, with a few hours to spare and 


a soul for poetry, strolled into a shop on 
the main street and asked for ‘‘the 
Whittier house.’’ The obliging clerk 
shook his head. 

‘‘There’s plenty of Whitchers in 
town,’’ he said, using the local pronounci- 
ation of the name, ‘‘but there don’t 
none of: ’em keep a hotel. Somebody’s 
told you wrong.’’ 

‘*No, no!’’ explained the visitor. ‘‘I’m 
not looking for a hotel; I want to find 
the house Whittier lived in.’’ 


‘Which Whiteher?’’ inquired the 
clerk. 
‘Which Whittier?’’ exploded the 


traveler, who was of a peppery disposi- 
tion. ‘‘The Whittier! I don’t care 
whether the rest of the tribe live in 
Ballyhack or Amesbury!’’ 

‘*They don’t live in Ballyhack, and 
most of ’em do live in Amesbury, and I 
can direct you to any Whitcher house 
you want to find,’’ declared the ag- 
grieved clerk. ‘‘All is, don’t fly off the 
handle. Just tell me which, and I’ll tell 
you where. But if you won’t so much as 
tell a fellow which Whitcher you want, 


how’s he to tell which house your 
Whiteher lives in?’’ 
‘*‘T want,’’ said the traveler, ‘‘ John 


Greenleaf Whittier, the poet.’’ 


Moving Pictures Censored. 


What is going on in the moving picture 
censorship office, in Chicago, may be in- 
ferred by a glance at the following ‘‘Re- 
jections’’ and ‘‘Cutouts’’ reported by 
the committee. This is one day’s work. 


REJECTIONS. 

‘‘Was She Right in Forgiving?’’ Per- 
mit refused because picture shows how 
an artist takes undue advantage of his 
model, and has a background of immor- 
ality in it. 

‘*Her Yesterday.’’ Permit refused be- 
eause picture is based on the story of a 
girl who after leading an immoral life, 
renounces it, but continues to live same 
life with another man. 

**A New Exhibition.’’ Permit refused 
because picture portrays the life of 
freaks at a circus sideshow in its extreme 
vulgarity and suggestiveness. 


CUTOUTS. 

‘“‘The Fatal Accident.’’ 
couple in carriage. 

‘The Soul of Honor.’’ 
ting suicide with gun. 

‘‘The Ambassador’s Envoy.’’ Cutting 
telephone wires; opening windows with 
jimmy; all scenes showing woman gagged 
and bound until she throws chair over; 
lighting fuse and blowing safe open. 

‘fA Presentment.’’ Burglars breaking 
window and entering house. 

‘*Betrothed.’’ Kidnaping Girl; shorten 
scene of taking girl into woods. 

‘‘A Knight.’’ Stabbing man and 
woman; killing men; shorten scene show- 
ing dead body to a flash. 

‘The Blind Man’s Dog.’’ Stealing 
money and dog from blind man; beating 
dog. 

‘*Brewery Town Romance.’’ 
all saloon scenes to a flash. 

‘*Blotted Out.’’ Spy firing shot at gen- 
eral. 


Only the Butter. 


Holdup of 


Man commit- 


Shorten 


Mr. Crisscross: “Pass me the butter, 
please.” Miss Featherbone: “With all my 
heart.” Mr. Crisseross: “Only the butter, 


please.” —Puck. 
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Disciples Table Talk 

















Efficiency Week in Kansas Church. 
The 


church at (Greensburg, Kansas, has 
invited the Disciple ministers from all the 
neighboring county seat towns to come te 


Greensburg and tell them how to make their 


church more efficient. A week is set apart 
for the visit of these pastors. Such con- 
centration of counsel ought to give any 
local church an impetus which would at 
once make for greater efficiency. 


From Pacific to Atlantic. 

Bad news travels quickly. A recent 
of the Boston (Mass.) Transcript 
history of the Berkeley church and 
demns the convention which refused to re 
ceive delegates from this church. The article 
in the Transcript begins with this comment: 
Another chapter not very 
encouraging to the cause of church unity 


issue 
gives a 


con 


and one 


has occurred in the attempt to secure a 
more inclusive Christian attitude among 
the churches of the Disciples of Christ.’ 


Another United Church. 
lekin, 
organization of a 
similar to the 

Wm. J. Lockhart recently o1 
suburbs of Des Moines, Iowa. 
The chureh is called the “United Church of 
South Pekin.” Several of the different Prot- 
estant religious bodies are represented in the 
There now forty-seven 
the organization, forty-two be 

ing charter members. A determined effort is 
being made to keep this church from becom 
ing denominational. The present minister 
is a Disciple and the Sunday-school superin 
tendent is a Methodist The church at its 
organization adopted a covenant setting 
forth important ideals. Continued effort 
will be made by those interested to preserve 
the spirit of Christian unity. 


Ill., writes that he 
church in 


community 


©. C. Bolman, of 
lead in the 
South Pekin, 
church which 
ganized in the 


has 


membership. are 


members in 


Christian Union Churches. 

There are scattered the eountry a 
growing number of union churches. O. J. 
MeMullen has just resigned the pastorate of 
such a church at Blue Ridge, Ind. H. 8S. 
Smith of Newark, 0., has been called to the 
Blue Ridge pastorate. Such news items 
these are of frequent occurrence in the news- 
papers of the country. Recently a committee 
of Disciple ministers was appointed at one of 
the annual gatherings to get into touch with 
these union churches and the men who minis- 
ter to them. 


over 


as 


President Pritchard Visiting Churches. 

It is the plan of H. ©. Pritchard, president 
of Eureka College, to visit all the leading 
churches in Illinois for the purpose of pre- 
senting the interests of Eureka College and 
Christian education in general. Mr. Pritchard 
has been in the position of president of Eure 
ka College for only one year, but he is al 
ready achieving success and winning the sup 
port of the churches. 


Mother Church Entertains. 


Last week the Valparaiso church  enter- 
tained the annual meeting of the churches 


in Porter county, Ind. The sessions were 
held in a large tent at the Valparaiso Uni- 
versity park. There are more than 2,000 Dis 
ciples in Porter county which has justified 
them in preparing an elaborate program. 
Grant K. Lewis, of the American Society. 
Myron Settle, director of religious education 
at Gary, Ind.. Gary L. Cook, Indiana State 
S. S. secretary, and Chas. R. Scoville were 
among the leading speakers on the program. 


Tennessee State Convention Approaching. 
The annual convention of the Churches of 
Christ in will be held at Rock- 
wood, September 21-24. All who are inter- 
ested in this great southern field should at- 
tend. An excellent program has been pre- 
pared, and profitable sessions are assured. 


Tennessee 


If you are planning to attend the convention, 
it will simplify 


matters if you will send 


your name to W. P. Shamhart, who is pastor 
at Rockwood. 


Renewing Friendships in Illinois, 


For a number of years B. S. Ferrall has 
been the successful pastor of Jefferson St. 
Chureh in Buffalo, N. Y. During August Mr. 


Ferrall visited Watseka, where he was pas- 
tor eleven years ago. On August 30 he 


preached for C. G. Kindred at Englewood in 
Chicago. Mr. Ferrall reports great pleasure 
in meeting old friends in Illinois. 


“Nothing Doing on Sunday.” 

At Anthony, Kans., the Disciples two years 
ago dedicated the finest church building in 
the town. The other churches already had 
gocd buildings. Now comes the editor of the 
Anthony Republican in a criticism which has 
more than local significance. The criticism 
follows: “Having put the Sunday ball games 
out of business the churches have decided to 


take a little vacation. The Baptist church 
will have no preaching for two weeks. The 
Christian Church will have no evening ser- 


vices until further notice. The Congregation- 
al church will not resume services until the 
last Sunday of the inonth. The Methodist 
Chureh is the only one doing business at the 
old stand. It seems that it is a poor idea to 








Rev. George H. Combs, of Kansas City, who 
one of the chief addresses at the 
Illinois Convention. 


gave 


break up Sunday ball and the church services 
all at one time and leave the dear people 
without excitement of anyekind.” 


A Significant Farewell Service. 

One of the symptoms of the present day 
tendency toward Christian unity is seen in 
the fact that the churches of local communi- 
ties are discovering more occasions to get 
together in union assemblies than heretofore. 
L. O. Lehman, pastor at Gibson City, IIL, re- 
cently resigned. The other ministers of the 
town took it upon themselves to arrange a 
farewell service in the city park. The ser- 
vice was so largely attended that the park 
could hardly accommodate the people. Mr. 
Lehman’s farewell address was a plea for the 
growth of community ideals and the increase 
of the spirit of unity among Christian people, 


Kansas Church Cuits. 

Country churches are having their difficul- 
ties as well as the downtown city churches. 
The editor of a country newspaper at Towan- 
da, Kans., bewails the fact that interest in 
the churches is waning in his town. It seems 
that the Christian Church of Towanda has 
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decided to quit, and this has moved the edi- 
tor to say that the congregation does not half 
try to maintain a pastor and that the closing 
of the church is a loss to religion and a reflec- 
tion on the citizenship of the community. 


Church and Gardening. 

Now the church is going into gardening. An 
industrial club has been organized in the 
church at Sedalia, Mo., with the object of pro- 
moting poultry raising, cooking, and garden- 
ing. More than am acre of ground was given 
to the club and 1,500 tomato plants were set 
out. Each night the members of the club 
report for work. The ripe tomatoes will be 
canned by the women in the basement of the 
church and the products will be sold for the 
benefit of the church. 


New Program at Oskaloosa. 

At Oskaloosa, Iowa, the church has 
struggling for a number of years to maintain 
the traditional type of mid-week prayer-meet- 
ing. The leaders in the church have decided 
to try a different character of meeting this 
fall and winter. The meetings will be opened 
with a short devotional period after which 
there will be a lecture, a prepared discussion 
or conference. A well thought out program 
of meetings will be followed: 


Worth While Lecture On Mexico. 

Jasper T. Moses gave a_ stereopticon lec- 
ture on “Picturesque Mexico and Her Peo- 
ples” in the Jackson Boulevard Chureh, Chi- 
cago, August 23. Although it was a rainy 
Sunday there was a large audience present. 
The lecture proved very instructive. Mr. 
Moses is so thoroughly acquainted with Mex- 
ico and presents his subject in such a direct 
and authoritative way that one cannot fail 
to be both entertained and instructed. It 
will be remembered that Mr. Moses spent 
several years in Mexico studying conditions 
and leading in our missionary and educa- 
tional work conducted by the C. W. B. M. 
There is no one among the Disciples now 
in the United States better qualified to speak 
on Mexico. Recently Mr. Moses lectured at 
Battle Creek, Mich., on the “Social and Po- 
litical Conditions in Mexico.” 


W. W. Sniff Visits Old Pastorate. 

W. W. Sniff, pastor of the First Chureh at 
New Castle, Pa., and formerly pastor of the 
Paris, Ill., church for six years, recently spent 
a week in Paris and vicinity. He preached 
Sunday morning, August 23, in Paris, and in 
the afternoon and evening for two country 
churches where he had held meetings during 
his ministry in Paris. Large congregations 
heard Mr. Sniff and many were the expres- 
sions of appreciation. He has been away 
from Paris two years, during which H. H. 
Peters has pveen pastor of the church. Mr. 
Snitf reports great pleasure in his work in 
New Castle. 


been 


New Secretary for California. 

“The third time” has proven to be “the 
charm” with F. M. Rogers, pastor First 
chureh at Long Beach, Cal. During his pas- 
torate at that church the state board of 
Southern California has three times called 
him to the position of superintendent of mis- 
sions. The third time was on'y a few weeks 
ago and he has accepted. Mr. Rogers will be 
superintendent of missions, secretary of a 
board of commissioners to start a new college 
of the Disciples in southern California, and 
secretary of the ‘1915 Committee,” that will 
arrange for the entertainment of the National 
Convention to meet in Los Angeles next year. 
The following is from the Daily Telegram 
of Long Beach: “The new members of the 
First Christian church and- the citizens of 
Long Beach generally will regret to have Mr. 
Rogers retire from the local pastorate. He 
has not only been active in the work of his 
own congregation, but an important factor in 
the life of the city. The church of which 
he has been pastor has come to rank among 
the leading churches of the city, now number- 
ing 1,175 in its membership, and during the 
six years of the present pastorate 950 have 
been added, more than 800 of these having 
been received at regular services. Through 
his splendid leadership, the church was re- 
cently relieved of a $15,000 indebtedness, and 
is now about ready to undertake the erection 
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of a more commodious structure to meet its 
growing needs. During Mr. Rogers’ six years’ 
pastorate the congregation has expended for 
special work nearly $60,000, and for missions 
benevolences about $20,000. The con- 
vregation is second in strength among the 
Christian churches of Southern California, 
and is regarded as one of the best missionary 
churches in the communion.” 


and 


Hard Times in Cincinnati. 

Last week a man told the janitor of Cen- 
tral Church in Cincinnati that he desired to 
get into the church to repair the telephone. 
Instead of repairing the telephone he stole 
the silver communion plates. All residents 
of Cincinnati who have gold, silver, brass, or 
other precious metals: should beware. 


Maxwell Hall’s Resignation. 

As reported in the Christian Century some 
weeks ago Maxwell Hall has resigned at the 
First Church, Portland, Oregon. The daily 
papers of Portland have taken Mr. Hall's 
side in the difficulties he has had with the 
official board. Mr. Hall's position on the 
question of amusements seems to have 
offended some of the pleasure-loving deacons. 
The members of the congregation voted to 
retain Mr. Hall, but he has decided to re 
turn east. 


Church Dedication at Cayuga, Indiana. 

H. H. Peters of Paris, Illinois, dedicated 
the new house of worship at Cayuga, Indiana, 
Sunday, August 30. The congregation num- 
bers about seventy-five, but supports a min- 
ister all the time. P. W. Walthall is the 
pastor. The church was in reality a re- 
modeled one, but so thoroughly has the work 
been done that the building could not be 
told from a new one. It cost about $3,500. 
The community had contributed quite liber- 
ally considering conditions, but there was 
$1,600 to raise on dedication day. It did not 
look encouraging to the congregation, but 
when the last service was closed Sunday 
night the people were surprised to learn that 
the amount of pledges during the day was 
$1,850. This assures the church financially. 
The pastor is capabie and has genuine leader- 
ship and the congregation is enthusiastic in 
the work. Mr. Peters spoke three times and 


the people expressed their pleasure in the 
messages. Dr. H. O. Pritchard, of Eureka 


College, supplied the pulpit in Paris during 
the absence of Mr. Peters. 
An Enterprising Rural Church. 

Organized Christianity in America today 
seems to be weakest at the two extremes of 
community life—namely, the congested dis- 
tricts of the great city and the rural com- 
munity. The of a country church 
brings encouragement to all who are inter- 
ested in the problems of rural life. The 
church at Grape Grove, Ohio, is distinctively 
a rural church. Spencer M. Smith, believing 
in the possibilities of the rural church, ac 
cepted the call of this congregation a few 
years ago, moved at once into the com- 
munity, identified his life with that of his 
people, and now the church is in a flourish- 
ing condition. During the month of August 
Wm. J. Wright of Franklin, Indiana, assisted 
by H. W. Goodpaster, of Greenview, IIL, 
helped Mr. Smith in special revival service. 
Eighteen were added to the church member- 
ship. All the missonary enterprises of the 
Disciples are remembered by this church. A 
new parsonage has been built for the pastor 
and his family. The star of this church 
is in the ascendant. 


success 


A One-Sided Debate. 

Down at Atkins, Ark., a debate has just 
taken place between J. Will Henley of 
Uvalde, Tex., representing the Christian 
church and W. C. Austin of Paden, Okla., 
representing the Freewill Baptists. Here is 
the proposition which Mr. Henley affirmed: 
“The church of which I, J. Will Henley, am 
a member, known by me and by my brethren 
as the Church of Christ, is scriptural in 
origin, doctrine, and practice.” Mr. Austin 
affirmed an identical proposition as to the 
Freewill Baptist church. No one is reported 
to have taken the negative of either one of 
these propositions. The debaters must have 


had their own way about it. 
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Mexico Now a Land of Greater Opportunities. 


A letter received from 8S. G. Inman at 
Piedras Negras, Coah, Mexico, tells of the in- 
creasing opportunities for Protestant mis 
sions in that land of perpetual revolution. 
Mr. Inman says: “Everywhere there are 
indications of the great opportunities open 
to the Evangelicals in the new era the coun 
try is entering. I have just finished reading 
an edition of ‘E Democrate’ which is pub- 
lished simultaneously here, in Monterrey and 
San Louis Potosi. One article is headed, 
‘The Revolution versus the Catholic Clergy, 
—The religious woman should help the first, 
and throttle the influence of the second.’ In 
a report of the triumphal entry of Sr. Car- 
ranza into Mexico, it mentions as almost as 
prominent as the “Vivas” for Carranza the 
“Mueras” for the clergy. One banner carried 
in the procession was “The Clergy says dark- 
ness, the revolution says light;” another 
“The revolution will not treat with the cleri- 


cals.” Coronel Gregorie Osuna, a_ strong 
Protestant, who has often spoken in our 


Peoples Institute, and helped us in many 
ways, is spoken of as one of the most prom- 
inent advisers of Sr. Carranza. The press 
dispatches are signed by a member of our 
church in Monterrey. 

All of this means greater openings for the 
gospel, if we are quick to take the advantage 
with a statesmanlike policy. In,our own 
mission we need four men of large vision and 
training to immediately begin on the lan- 
guage, so they can be ready to enter positions 
of great responsibility in a few months when 
political conditions will be settled enough to 


Getting Home 


By CLAvupI 
(Continued 
stars, and it’s perfectly glorious. 


I was asked to draft a little resolution 
thanking the eaptain for his courtesies. 
A few of this steerage throng signed it. 
The first was the president of one of the 
great corporations of the United States; 
the next, a capitalist from San Francisco; 
England newspaper men, editor and pro- 
prietor; the next, a professor in Chicago 
University, known in two hemispheres; 
the next, the regent of a state university; 
the next, a capitalist from SanFrancisco ; 
the next, a famous editor; the next, a 
Doctor of laws; the next, a capitalist who 
had spent thousands on his European tour 
automobiling in Italy and luxuriating at 
Nice and Monte Carlo—now glad to get 
steerage. A lady signs, whose son is a 
senior in Yale, of gentle and perfect re- 
finement, who has been abroad for a year, 
with her daughter in Switzerland and 
who ean’t get back to the college. A 
jurist, a professor in Lehigh, distinguished 
surgeons, a professor in Michigan Univer- 
sity, the daughter of a governor—these 
facts leak out, as I give them the chance 
to sign the paper of thanks. Was it ever 
like this before? 

‘CAMP FIRES OF EXPERIENCE.’’ 

There has been a series of ‘‘camp-fires’’ 
as it were of experience. One tells of 
Rearing a thud behind him in Bremen—he 
thinks it is a spy shot on the spot. An- 
other was himself taken for a Russian 
spy and roughly handled. One tells of 
going into Lincoln’s Inn Courts and see- 
ing the barristers with gown and peri- 
wig, drilling and getting ready to offer 
their lives for England. A lady was 
stopped as a spy, and by her side a soldier 
fired into a second story window and a 
spy falls to the pavement. Another, a 
merchant, who has spent a king’s ransom 
in touring in his auto, tells of being re- 
duced to want. Another of starving, an- 
other of the violent partings of families, 
another of the enthusiasm in Austria, 
where the people went mad with joy over 


Us 
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open with constructive work in the interior. 
Well equipped men, looking for one of the 
richest fields of service anywhere on the 
globe, should write Mrs. Anna R. Atwater, 
the president of our board. 


CALLS. 


Walter B. Reed, Sheridan, Wyo. 

M. O. Dutcher, Union Star, Mo., to Lin- 
coln, Kans. 

H. E. Rountree, Greensboro, N. 
mouth, Va. 

P. H. Fleming, Burlington, to Greensbore, 
4 
Allen T. 


C., to Ports- 


N 
Shaw to Kansas, Ill. 
Duncan, Burton to Moundridge, 
. Reed, Kansas, IIl., to Pontiac, Ill. 
2. Hervey to Moorehead, Ia. 
). Robb, Kirwin, Kans., to Bedford, Ia. 
Burch, Salina to Fredonia, Kans. 
. Bassett to Grand Junction, Colorado. 
D. L. Dunkleberger to Franklin St., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 
E. B. Buffington, Wilmington, to Elyria, O. 
C. E. Wagner, Joplin, Mo., to Lawton, 
Okla. 


EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS. 
North End, St. Joseph, Mo., R. 
Campbell and assistants. 


Sheeler 


FOREIGN MISSION NOTES. 
Bert Wilson has moved from Lincoln, Neb., 
Kansas City. He may be. addressed, 
(Continued on next page.) 


to 


From Europe 


B. SPENCER. 


from page 6.) 


the erushing of Servia, another of the 
scenes in the Hotel Savoy, London, where 
thousands of stranded Americans told 
their tragedies. I have given only a few 
every-day samples. 

THE BIG QUESTION 

But the outstanding theme is THE war. 
There is a regular parliament on the aw- 
ful conflagration. Austrian, German pro- 
fessor, German officer, American, Hng- 
lishman, participate. Why? of the 
armies, their training, size, composition ? 
What of national reserve? What of the 
dark future? How long will the confla- 
gration burn? Will Germany whip the 
whole world? Does the Kaiser dream he 
is another Napoleon? What will the Slav 
do when the black eloud lifts?) What 
the effect of war on the blood of na- 
tions? 

Twice cruisers sail up, one emerging 
like a spectre from the darkness, serutini- 
zing us with a powerful searchlight, bank- 
ing all its own lights, the black hull 
vanish, the other, the Essex, coming near 
enough to understand. 


* * # 
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Certainly there has been enough to 
keep the thinking machinery in action. 
And the interchange of opinion, of reading 
and of experience, on the part of Ger- 
man scholars, journalists, professors, com- 
mercial geniuses, has been a good school 
for one who in the nature of things must 
do more than record battles and disasters. 
And across the rope barrier that separates 
the eabin passengers from the steerage are 
the British ambassador, Bishop Hamil- 
ton, and others, though we are proud 
of our steerage roll. One rich man who, 
with his valet, is here in steerage, sums 
it all: ‘*We will appreciate our bles- 
sings the more for this steerage experi- 
ence—particularly our women who are 
seeing a phase of life quite new to them. 
They will understand others hereafter 
and appreciate, because they understand 
their own blessings.’’ 

Who will not agree with that? 
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at 404 R. A. Long Building during Septem 


ber. He is ready to serve the churches espe 
cially in Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Arkansas, Iowa, Oklahoma, Texas, and Colo 
rado. 


It will be remembered the month of July 


showed a good gain in receipts for foreign 


missions. At this time all the indications 
point to anpther gain for August. The 
greatest test of the year comes in Septem 


Let it not be forgotten that the books 
close September 30. Send to F. M. Rains, 
Secretary, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

A. E. Cory reached Cincinnati, August 26, 


ber. 


from Russia. He came through exciting 
scenes in Europe. He and Mrs. Cory and 
Mrs. Morrison are in good health. He is 
ready to gather in a few millions in the 
Men and Millions Movement. He will be 
heard from later. A. McLEAN, 


President. 


AUGUST AND FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

The receipts for August were even better 
than we expected. The hot weather and the 
reports of wars did not turn our people 
from the missionaries and their constant 
needs, * 

The total receipts for the month amounted 
to $56,230, a gain of $3,328. The churches, 
churches, show a gain for August of 
$2,549. There was also a gain of sixty 
three contributing The Sunday- 
schools and Endeavor societies reveal a 
small each, but the miscellaneous re- 
ceipts come up witn a gain of $3,250. 

There has been a gain in the receipts nine 


as 


churches. 


loss 


months out of eleven during the vear. We 
congratulate the brotherhood! The total 


amounted to 
It is gratifying 


receipts to 
$331,008, 


September had 
a gain of $15,537. 


to report a gain also of 146 contributing 
churches. The receipts from the churches, 


reveal a gain of $11,084, and 


the gain in regular receipts is $14,983. 


as churches, 


SEPTEMBER A TESTING MONTH, 


tested dur 
Last year we received about 


All the friends will be severely 
ing this month 
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$118,000, or nearly one-fourth of our total 
receipts for the year, during the month of 
September. We beseech every friend to rally 
to the task before us during the month and 
that no backward step is taken. We 
must depend upon the following: 

1. That large number of churches that 
have sent part of what they expect to pay 





Secretary A. E. Cory, who has just returned 


from war-stricken Russia. 
before the year closes. 
2. That still larger number of churches 
that have sent no offering which have been 


in the habit of giving in past years. 


3. The Sunday-schools that have sent no 


offerings as yet. Hundreds of these have 
taken a Children’s Day offering but have 


not sent it to the society. These offerings 
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should be sent forward. The children gave 
their money for this work. 

4. The large number of personal friends 
who have made pledges but who have not 
yet met them. These amount to several 
thousand dollars. 

5. We are depending upon a few special 
friends for annuity gifts before the books 
close September 30. 

Send all offeriugs to F. M. Rains, Secre- 

tary, Box 844, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


HELPING HELPLESS MOTHERS. 


No feature of the great work being done 
by the National Benevolent Association in 
its institutions is more profitable or pro- 
ductive of more genuine satisfaction than 
the care of the widowed mother with her 
children. And this is doubly true when 
that mother is intelligently devoted to her 
little ones. The Association believes that no 
other institution can fully take the place of 
a home in which there is thought and affec- 
tion and character. And, so, it not only 
seeks constantly to place in Christian fam- 
ilies the homeless little children committed 
to its care, but it endeavors always to pre 
vent the breaking of family ties, to keep the 
mother and her children together and to so 
assist them that they may later re-estab- 
lish the home is the constant purpose of our 
institutions that receive the mother with 
her children. 

Employment is given the mother and she 
is encouraged from the beginning by the 
fact that she has her children about her 
and that she is not struggling alone in the 
world. Her children are well cared for and 
the strong arm of the church is assisting 
them and her. Brotherhood is a fact. Fel- 
lowship is a blessed reality. Her task,is not 
now a hopeless one. There is light about 
her and there is a prospect ahead. Educa- 
tion and special training are now possible 
for her children. She is in the house of her 
friends. New avenues have opened up be- 
fore her and her children. 

NATIONAL BENEVOLENT 

St. Louis. 


ASSOCIATION. 
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THE MEANING 


OF BAPTISM 


By CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON 


THE CHRIST 





IAN CENTURY 


It is the purpose of The Christian Century, as occasion affords and space may allow, 
to present reviews, or excerpts from reviews, of the editor’s book on “The Meaning 


of Baptism.” 


representing what the book teaches, it is not necessary toe make any comment. 
of these representations the author absolutely repudiates. 
We believe our readers will be interested in knowing what others think 


for itself. 


As to the fairness of the criticisms, or even as to their accuracy in 


Some 
But the book must stand 


of it, and the reviews are reprinted simply for their news value. 


CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 
( Methodist. ) 

This is the title of a volume by Charles 
Clayton Morrison, published by Disciples 
Publication Society, Chicago, Ill., at $1.25 
net. The author of this book is a minister 
in the Disciples Church and editor of The 
Christian Century. He exposes the fallacy 
of Alexander Campbell’s argument for sub- 
stituting immerse for baptize in translat- 
ing the New Testament, also, by making 
clear the meaning and purpose of baptism 
he refutes all arguments for regarding its 
validity as dependent upon any specific mode 
of using water as its seal and symbol. He 
against immersionists re- baptizing 


ST. LOUIS 


protests 


Christians who would join their churches 
from other communions. He earnestly in- 
sists upon a reform which has already be- 


gun. He says, “With the deepening sense 
of fellowship and fundamental unity among 
the Christian denominations, characteristic 
of our times, there grown up among 
Baptists and Disciples a vigorous body of 
sentiment in protest against “the practice of 
re-baptism upon Christian people 
admittance to the local churches 
immersionist communions.” Dr. 
clearly points out the fact that 


has 


imposing 
who seek 
of these 
Morrison 


exclusive immersion is a barrier to that 
larger Christian fellowship to which Bap- 
tists and Disciples are called. He says: 


immersion practic- 
recoil at the implications of re- 
our day many of the more 
and generous-minded Disciples 
of Christ are sensitively aware of the inhibi- 
tion that rests upoy their plea for Christian 
unity so long as they contradict it in their 
own practice.” 

The book is good reading from first to 
last. There is not a saner discussion of the 
meaning of baptism than it presents. 


THE JOURNAL AND MESSENGER. 
( Baptist.) 
The Meaning of Baptism. By 


“The finer spirits in these 
ing bodies 
baptism.” “In 
progressive 


Charles 


Clayton Morrison. Chicago: Disciples Pub- 
lication Society. Price, $1.25. 

According to the view of the author, the 
Christian world has always been wrong in 
its conception of baptism; he is the first 
and only true expositor of its significance; 


and he devotes 222 pages duodecimo to tell- 
ing us what he thinks it means, or rather 
what it does not mean. He has a hard time 


mows and 


of it. He plows and cross plows; 
cross mows; cuts and. slathers, striking 
right and left. What he declares in one 


paragraph he denies in another, and repeats 
and over. Baptism is an 
but it matters not how it is per- 
is not an immersion, but it is 
a baptism. Jesus submitted to immersion, 
but he did not mean that any of his fol- 
lowers should imitate him in it. John bap- 
tized, but he claimed no divine authority for 
his conduct. He simply practiced it. The 
object of John was to introduce men into 
his society. It was a sort of freemasonry. 
“For men whose consciences were quickened 
into repentance by John’s preaching, the 
baptism was simply the act of joining his 


the process over 
immersion, 
formed. It 


of the desert 
the wilderness 


When the voice 
through 


movement.” 
preacher “sounded 


of the Jordan and echoed in the towns of 
Galilee, it requires but little effort on our 
part to realize how this voice must have 


struck thrill and awe through the soul of 
Eagerly he would listen to the re- 
ports of John’s preaching brought by 
travelers from the south who passed through 


Jesus. 


Nazareth.” “Constrained by John’s 
great fame as a preacher of righteousness 
and the organizer of a premessianic move- 
ment, Jesus went to Bethabara himself.” 


John’s baptism “allied the candidate with a 
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communal life in which would be found for- 
giveness and righteousness.” “It was into 
this communal life that Jesus wished to 
enter.” “The essential nature of baptism 
is plainly not a vhysical act, nor an inde- 
pendent sacrament with its meaning in it- 
self, as in the case of the Lord’s Supper. 
The meaning of baptism is found in the 
Church, to which it points and for which it 
exists.” The earlier baptism had been 
“an induction § into John, or John’s 
community; the latter was an induction into 
Christ, or the community of Christ’s fol- 
lowers.” “The Church into which the candi- 
date is baptized, is a definite social organ- 
ism, a freemasonry of spiritual life whose 
members either actually, or ideally partici- 
pate in the baptismal act.” Was it so in 
the case of Saul, at Damascus, of the Ethio- 
pian on the way to Gaza, of Lydia and her 


household, and of the jailer at Philippi? 
Were these baptized into a church whose 
members “participated in the baptismal 
act ?” 

But we have not time nor space to fol 


low the intricate windings of the author’s 
argument. He is trying to find a way for 
the joining together of all Christian bodies, 


and he has to run his thread by a very 
crooked way. He must go back and forth 


a great many times before the seam is com- 
pleted, and then it is likely to rip, because 
of the raw edges of the various fabrics. He 


is constantly sewing patches of “new” cloth 
upon old garments, and is prone to make 
the hole larger rather than smaller. The 


thing won’t work. We take space for more 
and longer quotations to show the imagina- 


tive character of the book. It may create a 
ripple among the “Disciples,” and it may 


not. 
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first place, a great number of the schools 
carried on by missionaries are aided by 
grants from the government. There is 
also a more or less uniform code of rules 
made by the government, to which such 
schools are expected to conform. It is 
found that in dealings of this sort, gov- 
ernment is more or less apt to interfere 
with the workings of the school, and in 
some cases to make acts, or to enforce 
acts, in such a way as to be a detriment 
to the suécess of the school. This matter 
has been taken up by the missions and 
in most of the provinces of India there 
has been formed an educational union of 
the missions carrying on educational 
work to deal with such questions, and 
make our representations to the govern- 
ment concerning matters affecting their 
common welfare, and in every way to 
advance the interests of missionary 
Christian education. 

There is also more or less co-operation 
in the matter of higher education. In 
recent years several colleges in Calcutta 
have united, and also in Madras, making 
one central Christian college in each of 
these important centers. In the city of 
Bangalore a large union theological 
seminary has been put up which is man- 
aged by all the important missions at 
work in that area. Theological instruc- 
tion is given in English, and the faculty 
represent several of the missions at work 
in South India. Serampore College has 
recently been reorganized by the Eng- 
list Baptists. Their faculty, too, repre- 
sents several missions. The Baptists 
made a very generous offer to the other 
missions of India to come in and par- 
ticipate in the management of the school, 
especially in the theological department. 
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700 E. Fortieth St. 


Reasons Why 


BETHANY GRADED LESSONS are 
being adopted by so many of the best 


1. There is more to them—at least a third more—than is 
2. They are rich, vital and full of suggestion to teacher 


3. They are free from the sectarian spirit. 

4. They are soundly and fervently evangelical. 

5. They are truly artistic in all their illustrations. 
6 


They are printed on better paper with better binding 
and in better taste than any other series. 


7. Every lesson writer is an expert of interdenominational 


8. They are a monument to the modern spirit of unity— 
several leading denominations have co-operated to 
produce them and are now using them. 

ssess full editorial rights, through the 


10. Every Disciple school that uses them participates in 
and promotes a great Christian union enterprise. 


SEND FOR RETURNABLE SAMPLES. 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 


ADUSELERSSETERIES ER ia eaE 
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This to a certain extent has been availed 
of, and probably will be more availed of 
as time goes on. There is quite a re- 
spectable number of students in the theo- 
logical department at the present time, 
representing several different missions. 

One matter in which the missions of 
India have co-operated for a long time 
is that concerning the position of fields 
and'the overlapping of territory. Among 
the more important missions in [ndia 
at least the practice has been followed of 
having but a single mission at work in a 
given area. This does not apply to the 
larger cities, but does apply to the vil- 
lage areas. In consequence of this there 
are areas of hundreds and even thou- 
sands of square miles where only a sin- 
gle mission or denomination is carrying 
on religious work. This is_a very great 
help to the missions carrying on work 
under such circumstances. This princi- 
ple is not generally violated, although 
several denominations, the most impor- 
tant of which is the Anglican Episcopal, 
do not in principle recognize the validity 
of any such agreement. However, most 
of the missions are living up to this 
agreement, and it is only some of the 
smaller and newer and independent mis- 
sions which are guilty of violating the 
general principle of mission comity. Of 
course, questions concerning the division 
of mission territory and the overlapping 
of work are frequently arising in this 
connection. To meet such _ difficulties 
some years ago a series of courts or 
boards of arbitration were organized. 
These have done, not a very great deal 
of work, but their very presence has 
been most useful, and since this organ- 
ization there have not been many serious 
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complaints in regard to mission comity. 


The secretary of the central court is the 
Rev. J. Chandler of Madura. 

One of the results and perhaps the 
most important result of the visit ot 
Doctor Mott to India, has been the or- 
ganization of a series of mission councils 
in different parts of India. There are 
eight mission councils in the eight chief 
provinces or districts of India, each of 
them having representatives from all the 
mission bodies at work in the area, and 
also representatives from all the most 
important native churches. At the head 
there is a national missionary organiza- 
tion, which for the present at least, has 
its headquarters in Calcutta. These 
councils are participated in by practical- 
ly all the missions in India. There are 
two or three, or perhaps more, of the 
smaller and insignificant mission bodies, 
which refuse to co-operate with these 
councils, But they are very few indeed, 
and every important mission is actively 
engaged in co-operating with these coun- 
ceils. Their organization is so recent that 
as yet they have not done anything of 
very great importance, although they are 
at work on several matters which we 
hope will result in ultimate good to mis- 
sion work. At the head of the National 
Missionary Representative Councils is 
the Anglican Metropolitan of Calcutta, 
so you may understand that these coun- 
cils are in favor in ecclesiastical and re- 
ligious circles. Unfortunately no report 
has been published so far. In fact, the 
National Council is only just organized 
and will have its first full meeting this 
year. These are the most important mal- 
ters in which missions are co-operating. 

Jubbulpore, India. 
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The Mid-Week Service 


By Su.ss JONEs. 











TOPIC FOR SEPT. 16 


Union Through Co-operation in — 
1 Cor. 


Service. 2 Cor. 6:1; Gal. 2:9-10; 
16: 1-4. 
° a a 
What is Christian union? Is it not the 


joining of forces for some kind of service? 
Is there any service that is not practical? 
If we have in mind unity of belief, we have 
no interest in beliefs except in relation to 
the actions they influence. To relieve a 
mind of paralyzing doubt or to remove bit- 
terness from a heart is practical service. 
The superintendent of a large factory said 
he never had to discharge men for incom- 
petency but he did discharge a man now and 
then for failure to co-operate. The church 
that teaches a man the spirit of brother- 
hood and how to show it in daily work is 
rendering a practical service that is of the 
highest importance. 
SUPPORTING THE COLLEGES. 


Is it not about time for the churches of 
the United States to join their forces in 
supporting church colleges? Colleges must 
be equipped, endowed, supplied with stu- 
dents. It may never come, but one may be 
allowed to dream of the day when colleges 
will be placed where they are needed and 
will receive the support of churches in ac- 
cordance with territorial divisions and not 
in atcordance with denominational prefer- 
ences. 

GIVING POWER TO THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


The Bible is excluded from the public 
school in many states. It is uncertain 
whether it will be restored. Even if it is, 


the church is not thereby relieved of obli- 
gation to teach the history of religion and 
to cultivate religious feelings in the young. 
For this service it needs buildings, litera- 
ture, and teachers. A small town with three, 
or four, or five school buildings would be 
ridiculed by enlightened educators. The day 


will come when divisions in Sunday-school | 
work will be the object of ridicule. The 
promoter of divisions is wise in opposing 
the introduction of sound pedagogical 
methods into the Sunday-school. Denomina- 
tional bias will have to stand aside when 
the chief aim of instruction is the welfare 
of the children. Interest in the present 
crowds out interest in fights that began 
generations ago. 
BEARING TESTIMONY. 

The best men are needed to preach the 
gospel of good will. Only a few are en- 
dowed for such a service. The cry that 
young men are not entering the ministry 
should be met by the decluration that the 


churches should have a program that would 
captivate the imagination of the strongest 


men. Many communities have more 
preachers than they need. Men in the min- 
istrv feel that they ought to represent all 


zood people when they speak. They dislike 

the idea of having to speak for one section 

of the people. The man weth a vision now 

comes forward as the spokesman of all who 

love God. He would like to have some of 

the barriers raised by sectarianism removed. 
COMMUNITY SERVICE. 

That co-operation is better than antagon- 
ism is known by all intelligent persons who 
try to put down evils and encourage good- 
ness. A bank fight may demoralize a town. 
Family feuds have cost many towns their 
leadership in their counties. Church fights 
cripple schools and business. On the other 
hand, private feuds and sectarian wars have 
been forgotten when some great community 
enterprise has called for the energies of all 
the people. The leader in a playgrounds 
movement may prove to be a greater force 
fer Christian union than the professional 
advocate of union. Any man who unites the 
people of a community for a good work pre- 
pares the way for other kinds of union. The 
main thing is to see what ought to be done 
and to have the people unite in doing it. 


Zech. 8:16; Eph. 4:22, 25, 29: 1 Pet. 2: 
12; 3:15-16: 1 Cor. 14: 19: Jas. 3:17, 18; 
Rom. 15: 1-6. 
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EUREKA COLLEGE 


the Bible College of Missouri EUREKA, ILLINOIS 


A Biblical and Theological Seminary of 
high grade. 

At Columbia, Mo., the educational cen- |] | 
ter of the state. 


Adjacent to University of Missouri. Co- 
operating with it. Mutual interchange 
of credits. 


Tuition nothing. Non-Missourians $20 
per year in University. 
Fine student preaching opportunities. 
For catalogue or information, write 
G. D. EDWARDS, Dean. 




















A high grade Christian College. 
. | of scholarship is maintained. 

Yale, Harvard, Columbia and the Universit 
York have each recently given Eureka gradi 
vanced standing, because of work done in Eureka. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - Pome son EVANGELISM 


of Christ. 
| department for the coming year. 





place to be a student. 

The departments of Eureka College are; 
Arts, College of Science, 
Fine Arts, 
School. 

For 


Manual Training and the 


information and catalog address 
PRESIDENT H. 0. PRITCHARD 
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An Ideal School for Girls and Young Women 


HRISTIAN (LOLLEGE 


Next Session Begins September 16 modern buildings. 


Dorsey Memorial Hall, a $36,000 building, completed 1911. Twenty-five 
ciated teachers. Schools of Music, Art, Oratory, 
A Junior-college course leads to an A. A. degree. Col- 


Sixty-fourth Year 


OLLEGE 


college-trained, 
Business, Domestic Science. 
lege-preparatory and Special Courses are offered. Careful attention to health and to 


character-training. Twenty-acre campus and athletic field. Home care. Best 
patronage. Certificate admits to Eastern colleges. For illustrated catalogue address 


MRS. LUELLA ST. CLAIR-MOSS, President, COLUMBIA, MO. 








William Woods College 


AN INSTITUTION WORTH $200,000, OWNED AND CONTROLLED 8 
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI. 
A Junior College for Young Women, fully acoredited by University of Missouri. Member 
College Union of State of Missouri. 
Complete Literary Courses—four years accredited high school work; two years accredited 
work. Graduates enter University without examination. Definite religious instruction. 
Faculty has degrees from Vassar, Wellesley, University of Illinois, University of Nebraska, 
Columbia University and institutions of like standing. Physical education emphasized. Instruction 
in the Fine Arts; Home Economics, Cooking, Sewing, Millinery taught. Expression Department 
under same principal ten years. 
Thoroughly Modern College—splendidly 


THE 


Junior 


college 


located, outside rooms, hot and cold water and sanitary 


drinking fountains on each floor. Steam heat. Electric lights. Hardwood floors throughout. Beau- 
tiful parlors. New $2500.00 refrigerating plant. 

° Twenty-eight new KNABE 

Conser vatory of Mu SIC pianos, including two concert 

grands, four parlor grands, one 





art grand (white and gold) for 





— 
Eminent director with European training and experience. 


parlors. Specialists in piano, voice and 
violin. Courses in every brnch of music, applied and theoretical, including pipe organ. Large 
Auditorium -for concerts. Glee Club. Orchestra. Most expensively equipped college conservatory 


of its size in the United States. Victor Victrola and Knabe player-piano with selected records for 


demonstration teaching and for pleasure. ( 
All Advantages Guaranteed as Advertised—For illustrated Catalogue 
attractive college home life and features, address 


President Joseph L. Garvin 
WILLIAM WOODS COLLEGE, 109 COLLEGE WALK, FULTON, MO. 


and information about the 









A high standard 
The graduate schools of 
of New 
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Special emphasis is laid on the training of minis- 
ters, missionaries and lay workers for the church. Eu- 
reka has produced many great leaders in the Church 
The courses are being strengthened in every 
It is a delightful 


College of 
Ministerial, School of Music, 
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The Bethany System of stra "Cur 
Sunday School Literatur e acter Building.” 


The Bethany System is a 
SYSTEM 


IT INCLUDES 
The BETHANY GRADED LESSONS clubs; single subscriptions, 75 cts. per 


( International.) year. 

“The Boy’s World’—snappy, virile, 
gripping. For Intermediate boys. 25 
cts. per year. 

“The Girl’s Companion”—companion- 
able, winning. For Intermediate girls. 
25 cts. per year. 

“What to Do.” Just what its name 
implies—full of schemes and ideas for 
live Juniors. For both Junior boys and 
girls. 25 cts. per year. 

“The Mayflower’’—simple, but full of 
nuggets of truth in story and verse. 
For Primary children. 20 cts. per year. 

















This is our series of texts, prepared 
by the ablest talent, not of the Disciples 
alone but of the Sunday Schcol world. 
It provides study literature for all de- 
partments, from Beginners to Senior. 
The two courses for Seniors, “The 
World a Field for Service,’ and “His- 
tory of the Hebrew People,” are the 
latest out, and are eliciting the highest 
praise from the schools using them. 
They form the highest achievement yet 
recorded in graded literature. A com- 
plete list of samples will be sent you 
at our expense. Send for Order Blank SPECIAL STUDIES 
for prices. : a! 

Life of Jesus. By Dr. Loa E. Scott. 
INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM + study in 52 lessons of the life of the 
LESSONS Master. Question method, with re- 

F quired use of the Bible itself. A well 

For Adult and Young People’s classes pound book. Single copy, 50 cents; 10 
we have quarterlies prepared by Dr. B.  &¢ more. 40 conte each. oh as 
S. Winchester, one of the foremost of The Gospel of the Kingdom. A 
Bille teachers. So far as we know, monthly magazine of social service for 
these quarterlies are the best in the adult class study. Edited by Josiah 
field. ‘That’s the reason we are furnish- Strong. Strong, simple, practicable for 
ing them to our schools. Samples will lass ‘use. 15 cents per quarter, 50 
be furnished free. 4 cts. per quarter. cents per year, in clubs; single sub- 
Home Department Quarterly, at same  ccriptions, 75 cents per year. Free 
price. sample copies. 


OUR ATTRACTIVE WEEXLIES MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES 

“The Conquest,” our leader, pro- We can furnish you with all kinds of 
nounced by many experts in our broth- supplies for efficient Sunday School 
erhood and in others, to be the clean- work—Bibles, Blackboards, Maps, Rec- 
est, the most attractive, the newsiest, ord Books, Teachers’ Libraries, Cradle 
the most helpful, the best adapted to Roll Outfits, Score Boards, Birthday 
character-building, of all papers pub- Banks. What you want, that we have, 
lished for young people and adults. so and it’s the best in quality, so far as 
cts. per year, payable by the quarter, in we are able to find the best. 


The various publications included in the Bethany System have as their chief aim 
the BUILDING OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. Our basic argument in so- 
liciting your patronage is that we believe these materials are the best adapted to 
this purpose. We advise that you compare them with the products of other 
publishing houses. We are willing to abide the test of the most careful examina- 
tion of all our publications. 


Send for Returnable Samples Today 


Fit Out Your School from a ° . P 
Top to Bottom With the Disciples Publication Society 


Bethany System 700-714 E. Fortieth St. - Chicago 
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